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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #20 

 30th January, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
High Performance in the 
TIMSS 2023 International 
Benchmarking Test in 
Maths & Science for Y5 & 
Y9 
We are super proud of our 
students & teachers for the 

latest award WSS has received from SPEA, for be-
ing one of the top performing Sharjah schools in the 
TIMSS 2023 tests. This international Benchmark-
ing test measures students’ performance in Maths 
& Science in schools across the world for Year 5 & 
Year 9 (G4 & G8 equivalent).  We significantly ex-
ceeded our SPEA-set targets in line with the UAE 
National Agenda goal for TIMSS achievement (as 
we did for PISA achievement last year). Many 
thanks to the parents who supported with this & 
congratulations to the whole WSS team! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 6/1/25 
 

• Enrollment assessment starting. Assessments 
given according to the date of Registration,. 
Seats are very limited, so please register early to 
avoid disappointment  

Mon. 
20/1/25 

• GEMS Parent Satisfaction Survey opens. Par-
ents, pelae complete it to support us, thank you. 

Tues. 4/2/25 • 9am; Online ‘Safeguardian’ parent session on 
safeguarding tips & strategies, led by Head of 
Inclusion Ms. Rema. Email with link sent 
30/1/25) 

Mon. 
17/2/25 

• Reenrollment for next academic year 2025-2026  
opens, subject to T2 fee payment (regardless of 
Payment Plan) 

Fri. 28/2/25 • Deadline to order your child’s Lensman photos 
(online) 

Thurs. 26th 
June 

• Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams 

Thurs. 3rd 
July, 2025 

• The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News 

• WSS Honoured by SPEA for our High Performance in TIMSS 
2023 Benchmarking Exam, 30/1/25 

• WSS Superstar Champions ; WSS Achieves the OPTIMUS Well-
being Award 

• GEMS Leadership GEMS; a new Leadership Initiative 

• The WSS Values-driven Excellence Plan, 2025-2029 

• Sharjah Ladies’ Run (optional)—SPEA Circular 

• Staff CPD (Training) 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Cyber Safety; the Risks of Oversharing 
Information Online, 2) The Value of Teamwork & the Culture of 
Excellence at WSS  

• Happy Birthdays 
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Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
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Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Environmental Superstars; a SPEA Tree-Planting 
Initiative  

• Superstar Champions 

• Celebrating Al Isra Wal Miraj, 30/1/25 

• Assembly Time with Y6GH (A Learning Tour of WSS) 

• Assembly Time with Y4F1 (Respect) 
 

  
36 
36 
37-38 
39-40 
41-42 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• KS5 Learning & Leadership! 

• WSS MUN Report 

• KS4 Wellbeing Activities 

• KS5 Learning & Leadership! 
 
 

Contents  

Parent Handbook Access QR Code
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WSS Superstar Champions; High Performance in the TIMSS 

International Benchmark—Honoured by SPEA, 30/1/25! 

 

Trends in International 

Mathematics and Science 

Study (TIMSS) is an inter-

national assessment of stu-

dent achievement in math-

ematics and science at 

Y5 & G8/Y9. 64 countries 

and 8 regional entities (e.g. 

Madrid, Spain, Quebec, 

Canada) participated in 

the TIMSS 2023 cycle. 

TIMSS 2023 was the eighth 

cycle of TIMSS.  

This was Sharjah’s first 

participation as Bench-

marking participant in 

TIMSS.  Congratulations 

to WSS students, parents 

& staff for an outstanding 

performance! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Achieving the International 

OPTIMUS Wellbeing Award! 

Huge congratulations to Ms. Rema & the Wellbeing 
Team for achieving the international OPTIMUS 
Award for Wellbeing at WSS! It reflects a tremen-
dous amount of hard work & commitment to the 
wellbeing of our whole WSS community over several 
years of Action-planning, focus, new initiatives & 
evidence collection.  Huge thanks to all our positive 
parents, students & staff who supported by complet-
ing the surveys. We love the TEAMWORK!! 
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Whole School News: GEMS Leadership Gemstones! 

GEMS have  released a new wellbeing initiative to promote character, values & leadership development in our  students. 
This initiative is called ‘Leadership Gemstones’. Each ‘Gemstone’ represents a core value and character-building quality 
that defines exceptional leaders at all levels of school, including in our students. Our aim is to foster well-rounded, values 
driven global citizens. ‘Leadership Gemstones will be woven into our existing culture of celebrating success and providing 
opportunities to develop.  Each month there will be a ‘spotlight Gemstone’ to raise awareness about a particular value.  De-
tails of the January Gemstone is below: 



7 

 

Whole School News: The WSS Values-Driven Excellence Plan! 

The WSS Vision reflects our commitment to excellence and this, along with teamwork underpins everything we do. Refined 
under the four GEMS Core Values of Excellence, Care, One Team & Always Learning, please note the following WSS 3-year 
Excellence Plan shared FYI: 
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Whole School News: Optional Sharjah Ladies’ Run! 

Whole School News: The WSS Values-Driven Excellence Plan! 
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Whole School News:Staff CPD (Training)! 

Middle Leaders attended a Leadership Conference on Saturday 25/1/15, hosted by GCS & attended by Middle Leaders from 
across our Cluster. SPEA School Improvement Advisor for Arabic Dr. Rana and GEMS Group Education Officer Ms. Lisa 
Crausby (OBE) addressed attendees, & the Principal Ms. Valerie, VP Mr. Shujahat, MOE HOD Mr. Osama all presented a 
session. Ms. Lisa reinforced the importance of the four GEMS values that underpin all our work, One Team, Excellence, 
Care & Always Learning. Dr. Rana reinforced the importance of Arabic & the collaborative sharing of excellence to raise 
standards. 

On Friday 24/1/25, the Principal Ms. Valerie at-
tended the GEMS Principals’ Conference with 
other GEMS Principals. The Agenda was around 
‘Together we are Stronger’, and embracing the 
edge of change, challenge & development. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Enthusiastic Participants in the SPEA Al-Munathar Protected Area Tree-Planting Campaign, 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News 

Thank you Kinda Shahin for sharing your aspirational video about possible future careers.  Kinda’s mother shared that, “I 
made my daughter learn and get to know most of the careers so that she can have an idea about them to determine what she wants 
to become in the future because it is important that they have a simple idea about any career and Kinda chose to be a dentist to 
make all people have a beautiful smile and not suffer from any pain.” 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 



20 

 

Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

SPEA Al-Munathar Protected Area Tree-Planting Campaign, 

29/1/25! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

SPEA Al-Munathar Protected Area Tree-Planting Campaign, 

29/1/25! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y6 Superstar champions! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y4 Class Champions, Dojo Superstars & distinguished Reading stars! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Celebrating Isra Wal Miraj, 30/1/25! 
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Primary Section News; Celebrating Isra Wal Miraj, 30/1/25! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6GH, 29/1/25! 

We enjoyed a unique & very interesting Assembly about the learning we do in all parts of the school, not just our classroom, 
such as learning confidence in the Auditorium, learning to be creative in the art room, & learning to be innovative in the 
Labs. The girls were confident, enthusiastic & practiced presenters. Well done! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4F1, 29/1/25! 

Y4F1 presented 
a super Assem-
bly on teh theme 
‘Respect’. They 
linked this to 
every day situa-
tions with friends 
& family, & pre-
sented a beauti-
ful song about 
sharing kindness 
with others. 
Many thanks to 
all our parents 
who attended 
our Assemblies. 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Appreciation message from Ms. Laneetha, KS3 Phase Leader, to our dear KS3 Terrarium Competition parents: 

“On behalf of our WSS Team, I am thrilled to extend our heartfelt gratitude for making the Terrarium

-Making Event an absolute showstopper! Your creativity, passion, and commitment turned this event 

into a breathtaking masterpiece of innovation and teamwork. WOW doesn’t even begin to describe the 

level of effort and artistry you poured into every terrarium! Your participation not only made the 

competition a grand success but also exemplifies the spirit of our Parental Engagement Programme. 

Together, we’re fostering a vibrant and collaborative environment for our KS3 students—an inspira-

tion for everyone involved. Thank you for your support, time, and love that continue to enrich our 

school community. Your contributions remind us that when we work together, we grow together—just 

like the thriving terrariums you’ve created. Once again, a Heartfelt Thank You to Our Amazing Par-

ents! ” 

Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS MUN Report! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS MUN Report! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Wellbeing Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Wellbeing Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 


