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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #5 

 12th September, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
School Start Timings 
Please note that the start 
time for students is 7:15am 
(Lesson 1 starts at 7:25am). 
Parents, it is critical that 

your children arrive by latest 7:20am, so that they 
avoid missing Lesson 1 learning time. After the 
Forecourt gates close at 7:25am, parents will be 
asked to drop their late children at the main gate, & 
not to enter Reception. 
 
Safeguarding; FS1-Y1 & New Parent ID Cards 
We are in the process of printing new FS1-Y1 & 
newly joined parents ID cards. However, before 
printing, we need to have both Mother & Father’s 
photos uploaded onto your Phoenix Account. Cur-
rently there are 800 fathers & mothers who have 
not yet uploaded their photo. If you have not yet 
completed this, please do so urgently. Thank you. 
 
Compulsory SPEA Registration on Daleel 2 
Parents, have you completed urgent Daleel 2 Regis-
tration for your WSS children? If not, please do so 
urgently. Any Authority fines would be passed to 
the parents. 
 
Applying for Early Exit from Monday 16/9/24 
From Monday 16/9/24, for your convenience, par-
ents will apply online for Early Access approval 
through the Parent Portal/GEMS Connect. A de-
tailed Guide will be emailed to you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 
2/12/24 & 
Tues. 
3/12/24 

• Possible school closure for UAE National Day 
holiday (TBC by the Authorities) 

Friday 
13/12/24 to 
Sunday 
5/1/25 

• 3-weeks Winter Break (please see p4 for this 
year’s approved calendar) 

• T1 Exams will be held during the 2 weeks before 
the Winter Break (exact dates TBC) 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News; Digital Developments! 
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Whole School News; SPEA Registration Survey! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; WSS Awarded by SPEA for Elite 

International OECD PISA Maths Results, 10/9/24! 

Key Speakers at the Elite  Schools PISA results Cere-
mony on 10/9/24 
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GEMS Corporate Inclusion Lead Ms. Berna visited WSS on 11/9/24, to review WSS Inclusion provision for students. She 
toured the school with the Principal & Head of Inclusion Ms. Rema. She was very impressed by our wonderfully confident & 
happy students, ’Team Around the Child’ approach & the nurturing learning environment.  

Whole School News; GEMS Governance— 

Supporting Ongoing School Development! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 



9 

 

Whole School News; Family First! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Please bring in your clean, empty plastic water bottles to school for recycling to 
help sustainability & a cleaner planet Earth. Thank you 
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Happy Birthdays!

Happy Birthday! Thank you for bringing yummy, healthy 
fruit treats to share with class mates, to support our 
Healthy Lifestyles Policy. 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Colours Week! 
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Junior Section News; Colours Week! 
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Junior Section News; F1H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Thank you Nabia & Mother 
for sharing this cute Literacy 
Week dress-up plus Healthy 
Eating Week photo.  
 
Many thanks to all the amaz-
ingly supportive parents who 
engage so actively with their 
children’s learning. Your 
investment of time & energy 
to support with Home Learn-
ing, costumes & projects 
pays dividends in improved 
learner outcomes. Thank you 
for your teamwork!  
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BH & Y6GS, 11/9/24! 

WSS celebrates Litera-
cy Week around Roald 
Dahl’s Birthday each 
year. We learnt how 
books can transport us 
on new adventures & 
learning, while sharpen-
ing our vocabulary & 
comprehension skills. 
We also enjoyed a skit 
& songs. Thanks Y6! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4F1, 11/9/24! 
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Primary Section News; Y3F2—Literacy Week! 
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Primary Section News; Healthy Eating Week with Y3H1! 
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Primary Section News; Y3S2 Learning Activities! 



35 

 

Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; IGCSE Toppers! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; IGCSE Toppers! 



42 

 

WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; IGCSE Toppers! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

KS3 Wellbeing Leaders 

New KS3 ‘Kindness 
Jar’ initiative for stu-
dent Wellbeing 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Wellbeing Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Wellbeing Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9GH, 9/9/24! 

Thia was our 
very first student
-led Assembly for 
the new academic 
year. Y9GH pre-
sented very confi-
dently on 
‘Sustainability’, a 
very current, 
‘hot’ topic. Ms. 
Laneetha also 
introduced the 
‘Kindness in a 
Jar’ initiative to 
promote student 
Wellbeing. 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BD, 10/9/24! 

Thia was an ex-
ceptionally useful 
& well-planned 
Assembly on 
‘Growth Mind-
set’ We learnt 
that using posi-
tive words about 
our ability to 
learn through 
hard work & 
strategies, will 
help us continue 
to learn & suc-
ceed. 
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Secondary Section News; Literacy Week! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Activities! 


