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Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

School Start Timings
Please note that the start

time for students is 7:15am
(Lesson 1 starts at 7:25am).
Parents, it is critical that
your children arrive by latest 7:20am, so that they
avoid missing Lesson 1 learning time. After the
Forecourt gates close at 7:25am, parents will be
asked to drop their late children at the main gate, &
not to enter Reception.

Safeguarding: FS1-Y1 & New Parent ID Cards

We are in the process of printing new FS1-Y1 &
newly joined parents ID cards. However, before
printing, we need to have both Mother & Father’s
photos uploaded onto your Phoenix Account. Cur-
rently there are 800 fathers & mothers who have
not yet uploaded their photo. If you have not yet
completed this, please do so urgently. Thank you.

Compulsory SPEA Registration on Daleel 2
Parents, have you completed urgent Daleel 2 Regis-
tration for your WSS children? If not, please do so
urgently. Any Authority fines would be passed to
the parents.

Applying for Early Exit from Monday 16/9/24
From Monday 16/9/24, for your convenience, par-
ents will apply online for Early Access approval
through the Parent Porta/GEMS Connect. A de-
tailed Guide will be emailed to you.

DALES, for Your @ﬁ@r@

Date Details
Mon. Possible school closure for UAE National Day
2/12/24 & holiday (TBC by the Authorities)
Tues.
3/12/24
Friday 3-weeks Winter Break (please see p4 for this
13/12/24 to year’s approved calendar)
2/“1'/‘?533’ T1 Exams will be held during the 2 weeks before

the Winter Break (exact dates TBC)

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts Contents
you can give your child are Parent Handbook Access QR Code

a and the

that will guide them
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Whole School News; Digital Developments!
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GEMS Westminster Schoo
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Diate: Zeptember 2024

Diaar Parents,

Sobject: Technology in Edocation

Grestings from GEMMS Westminster School, Sharjah. As we observe the changing landscape of education & the leaming
apyironment that iz o different fom mmch of our owe experience of school, we wanted to share some updstes related to the
digital book inftiztive. Fest azsured that WES initistives are vtrodwced for the long-term benefit of our leamers.

The Eationale:

Inraducing digital books iz the next stens in extending gur succeszful EYOD progranume to apsure accessible laaming,
amywhere in the world.

Stadents have additional opportunities to develop much-needad skills in the use of dizital resomarces in our comtentt of
diita] dominanca.

You soid  FE did. . Following parent fsedback shout bag weisht, s-books significantly reduce the load each child hag
i carry i their school hag, which is a health and zafety bonus.

Achieving intemations] “Sustainsbility’ zoals is a priority. E-books support this critical nations] agends itam.
Hard-ropy “traditional” fonms of printed books definitely have advantages. However, 33 we become moare confdent with
using newar forms of bnewledze-sharing, we will ba more able to suppart & suide our children to become axperts n
using a digital format,

The Eeality:

AllWES digital books are licensed copies from the poblisher (not pirated or wnautharizad downaloads).
The digital resources have every option that the students can wee just as they have done with the hard copies m the past
Thesze hooks are individually licensed and nead password to access.

The Aivih:

“Digital boolks will incregee sereer me. > Not True. In class the stodents will be meelved in collaborative leammg
and in the uze of educational apps. The e-books will be uzed alongside.

“Digital boolks will reduce the student’s tonch with fe analogne world ¥ Not True. Except for the textbook, which
iz a reference source, all other resources in class (notebooks and workbooks) are anzlogue. The smdents will continae
to1ze paper-based resources zlongside the digital

“Tt ig difffendt fo monifor children’s progress. ™ Not Troe. The progress of shadents iz monitered throash the work
theyv produce in their notebooks (formative) and snd-of~term exams (swromative). Digital (or printed text) boaks are omne
of the raferenca sources (along with PPT: etc. that are uploadad).

“Digital boolks may increase the sereen dme §Fadded with the digital recreational achivites. ™ Partially Troe. Thiz
depend: on the individos] leamer Children have multipls recreational options, swch 2z owtdoar activities, practicing
team sports of develop :kills in fine arts, whilst others may prefer to spend their leisure time digital zaming. Parents
nead to regularty monitor on-screen time to ensure 2 balanced, healthy lifestyvle, 22 usnal.

In sumymary, digitzlization sn infrinsic part of our society & i3 ansvoidable. e need to embrace new opparmnities to hameass
the availzble powerfol, effective tools for leaming & personalization. What we 2= educators need to do (both parents & wchool)
iz o equip gur children with the :kdll: needed to live m our digital world & to ensure they are able to make sroart choices about
what to acoesz & how 10 wee their knowledge. We wizh our children every success in this exciting step forward.

Fegands,

WSS Managsmant




Whole School News; SPEA Registration Survey!
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SHARJAH PRIVATE EDUCATION AUTHORITY

Dear School Principals,

Sharjah Private Education Authority is pleased to extend its
warmest greetings to you...

Following Circular No. 40 for the year 2024 regarding the
Registraton Survey for the Academic Year 2024,/2025, we
would like to inform you that the deadline for completing the

survey has been extended to Thursday, September 12, 2024,

We kindly request that you encourage parents and guardians
of students to participate in the survey.

Below is the survey link:
https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/k6CIMH

Thank you for your cooperation.

Best Regards
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WSS Superstar Champions; WSS Awarded by SPEA for Elite

International OECD PISA Maths Results, 10/9/24!
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Schools Meeting or Exceeding the Global Average
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PISA 2022
Top Performing Schools in a5l yhusisaiug PR
PISA 2022 GEMS Westminster School Sharjah
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Speech by Her EXC¢

Dr. Muhaddithc
Chairperson of the

Education Authornt

Key Speakers at the Elite Schools PISA results Cere-
mony on 10/9/24
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Whole School News; GEMS Governance—
Supporting Ongoing School Development!
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GEMS Corporate Inclusion Lead Ms. Berna visited WSS on 11/9/24, to review WSS Inclusion provision for students. She
toured the school with the Principal & Head of Inclusion Ms. Rema. She was very impressed by our wonderfully confident &
happy students, ’Team Around the Child’ approach & the nurturing learning environment.




Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

WSS Bus Code of Conduct

Good morning sir! Today
I have heard that some-
one got an incident re-
port on the bus. | am
scared to get one.

Safety on the bus is essential. We
are not allowed to touch anybody
while we are inside the bus. Instead,
behave properly in accordance with
the policy to avoid any issues.

Dangerous behaviour
is not acceptable due
to safety
considerations.

Code of conduct
s on the bus is very
Good morning students! General Bus safety rules are: important,
How are you today? 1 Stay seated safely. We must be safe
2. Follow directions given by and sensible at all

WSS staff. times.
3. Be quiet.

4, Students must be met at the

Let's talk about safety
rules on the bus.

Our three bus

drop off point by a designated rules are:

adult with an ID card. L Sit safely.

5. Bring ID card each day. 2. Quiet please!
3. Manners

| STUDENT LETTER BOX

It is a great opportunity for students
to pen down their thoughts and

Ms. Can you give
us an example?

September 18, 2023
Dear Students,

I:2m happy to see you in complete
- uniform.

Students who are yet to buy, kindly
buy it at the earliest.

Iam sure we can achieve the target
of 100% perfect uniform soon.

Ms. Sara, We see a letier box
hung on the wall. What
would it be used for?

Your Teacher

Ms Sara

Being safe and sensible behaviour on the
bus means:

« | behave sensibly so as not to distract the driver.

« | stay sat down in our place with our seat belt on while
the bus is moving.

« | never throw items inside, or out of the bus.

4 + | talk quietly, using polite, respectful language to all.
« | am kind to others - no bullying or fighting.

« My litter goes in the bin, or stays in my bag.

« | take care of the bus so there is no damage to the bus.
« | am sensitive to others' needs for space and quiet.

« | am punctual, so the bus arrives at school, leaves
school, on time,

« | bring my bus ID. card daily.

« For health, safety and hygiene reasons, eating on the
bus is not permitted.

y ,&J Great!! Go ahead and start
d | expressing your feclings.

Itis a good initiative to
improve our communication
and writing skills.




Whole School News; Family First!
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

Please bring in your clean, empty plastic water bottles to school for recycling to
help sustainability & a cleaner planet Earth. Thank you

10



Happy birth

11



WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Teddy goes home -L"\

JEMS Westminster SChoo!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!
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Week!

Colours

.
b

Section News

Junior




Junior Section News; Colours Week!
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Ayza Nasir
FS2S2
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Junior Section News; FIHI Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities!

FS2DI1
celebrating blue
colour day ™

vmc COLLAGE

FS2DI can count the
dots on the dice and
add their favourite
fruit sprinkles on the
icecream with Ms.
Nikhat and Ms. Afrox

FS2DI celebrating
red colour day




Junior Section News; FS2D2 Leaming Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS2H2 Learning Activities!

FS2H2 with Ms. Karen and Ms. Monika
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Junior Section News; FS251 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1IDI1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1D2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; YIH2 Learning Activities!

Y1H2 WMs. Kishwar & Ms. Mani
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Junior Section News; Y251 Learning Activities!

LYZSI With Ms. Sar'a & Ms. Flza
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!

Y2D1 with Ms.Uzma and Ms.Askia.
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities!

Y2F2-Class Activities

Teacher: Ms. Fauzia TA. Ms. Benil
- - da izt TP

Identifying Living .,
and
Non living things
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Maryam Mohamed of Y6 GF received a gold medal at fitness first competition.

She participated in the Junior BOOTCAMP (5-15) at Sharjah Sahara Center.

Maryam demonstrated her perseverance and determination by showing up on time
for class and giving her complete attention for a month without taking a break
during her fitness classes.

Healthy food week
Wednesday's theme
purple/yellow

Thank you Nabia & Mother
for sharing this cute Literacy
Week dress-up plus Healthy
Eating Week photo.

Many thanks to all the amaz-
ingly supportive parents who
engage so actively with their
children’s learning. Your
investment of time & energy
to support with Home Learn-
ing, costumes & projects
pays dividends in improved
learner outcomes. Thank you
for your teamwork!




Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BH & Y6GS, 11/9/24!

B
n - ‘
l‘ “ .:‘l.
A4

Nebic. Grs Y6 GS
Assembly Time

WSS celebrates Litera-
cy Week around Roald
Dahl’s Birthday each
year. We learnt how
books can transport us
on new adventures &
learning, while sharpen-
ing our vocabulary &
comprehension  skills.
We also enjoyed a skit
& songs. Thanks Y6!
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Primary Section News; Y3F2—Literacy Week!
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Students of Year 3
F2 framed some
amazing limericks
during their lesson|

How beautifully
articulated with
their creative
minds.
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Primary Section News; Healthy Eating Week with Y3H1!

A bookis a gift

which you can

open again and
again.

Y3H1 students participating the literacy day parade
33
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!

YSF1 with

WALT: How do | plan to stay healthy by promoting nutritious eatlng habit? - A e

BALLOON CAR Technology of Y5F1
STEAM lesson with Mr. Arvie




Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!

Mr. Arvie delivered an interesting and interactive English lesson in Y5F1 and
Y5D1 about how to write a folktale using the story mountain structure.

*

36



Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!

Iviath Lesson —YbGH *
Introducing the online tool ‘Plickers’. *

- | With Ms. Anju Kumar
u © 00D

Studentlt  DispiyOptons  [@ X

Plickers is a classroom response tool that allows teachers to collect real-time
formative assessment data without the need for student devices. Students
respond to questions using specially designed cards, and the teacher scans the
room with a mobile device (like a smartphone or tablet) to capture the answers.

== Science Lesson

By
m LFQ: How do |
.|| analyse the
brightness of the
% bulbs by
| increasing the
number of
batteries in a
circuit?

- The Y6BF students

- demonstrated
their
understanding by
analyzing the
brightness of a
bulb when three
batteries were
added to a circuit.

37



Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!

“Round up Round down Decimals Game, Decimal rounding bingo”

k Sk ke ok k Sk vion k% Kk %k

Maths Lesson — Y6BF

Introducing the online tool ‘Plickers’

38
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Primary Section News; Y6!
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WSS Radio Club
Primary Section
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; IGCSE Toppers!

IGCSE STUDENT TOPPER 2023-24 |

BHIPESH SUNEEL
TA*

YOUSEF WAGDY
BA*

AMIR AHMED
SA* 1A

MUHAMMAD JAREER
S5A* 1A

HUZAIFA BILLIMORIA
SA*A

MOHAMMAD EBAD
SA* 1A

Al Al

e

-

)

BIENN CEDRIC
S5A*

SHAYAAN BIN SHAUKAT
S5A*

SA*

[ SHAH AFEEF

LY

AHMED ABBAS
S5A*

RAYAN BILAL KHALIL
4A% 2A

YOUSEF MOUFID ABOU
4A% 2A




WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; IGCSE Toppers!

IGSCE STUDENT TOPPER

2023-24

e (@

" ‘|-I
_qr | N E_ 1 “f

SYEDA TAYYIBA ZAINUB YANA CHINTALAPUDI
EA* E,_At

£

v
=7 HMW |

W
SALI OMAR BADRAMN FARIDA AHMED
5A* 1A 5A*1A

bs)

|
\ :

L

b




WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; IGCSE Toppers!

@

YOUMNA OSAMA MENNA AHMED
ABDELHAMID ALIAN 5A* 5A* 1A

A

=)
— ’ |
d >

N

[ LEEN.NAEL ] MRIDINI SUR
5A* 1A 5A* 1A

ZEINAH JAFAR ]

*
5A* 1A 4A* 1A

[ MAYMOONA ATHAR ] [
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

. . |
KS3 Wellbeing Leaders
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New KS3 ‘Kindness @

Jar’ initiative for stu-
dent Wellbeing

WELLBEING CHAMPIONS - YEAR 7
Congratulations to the students who received the Wellbeing Award at
Westminster School! Your dedication to mental and emotional health, kindness,
and positive contributions to the school community is truly commendable. This

award reflects your efforts in promoting a healthy, supportive environment. Keep
shining and Inspiring others with your positive spirit!




WSS Secondary Section Superstar Wellbeing Champions!

WELLBEING CHAMPIONS - YEAR 7

Congratulations to all the students who have been honored with the Wellbeing
Award at Westminster School! Your dedication to fostering a positive mindset and
supporting others has made a lasting impact. This recognition reflects your

kindness, resilience, and commitment to personal growth. Keep inspiring your
peers and spreading positivity!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Wellbeing Champions!

MEET OUR WELLSEING
CHAMPIONS, ALWAYS

AND LIETING OTHERS UP

N ahALATLE A SPREADING JOY, OKE KIND &CT
HARMONY TO THE AT A TIME - OUR WELLSEIRG
OUR WELLBEING CHAMPIONS

Y8

WELLBEING
CHAMPIONS

TR THCR Yﬂxﬁ% A TR TG
WELLBEING CHAMPI NS WWELLBEING CHAMPI NS WELLBEING CHAMPI NS
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9GH, 9/9/24!

v & ry=a
Thia was our arr:
very first student 6 .“0."
-led Assembly for SN,
the new academic
| year. YOGH pre- |
~ | sented very confi-
dently on
‘Sustainability’, a
very current,
‘hot’ topic. Ms.
Laneetha also
introduced  the
‘Kindness in a
Jar’ initiative to
promote student
Wellbeing.




Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with YIBD, 10/9/24!

Thia was an ex-
ceptionally useful
&  well-planned | |8
Assembly on
‘Growth  Mind-
set’ We learnt
that using posi-
tive words about
our ability to
learn through
hard work &
strategies, will
help us continue
to learn & suc-

ceed.




Secondary Section News; Literacy Week!

Our actors, directors and play writers

A touchin 9 peH:OTmance

LTERACY DAY
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'ROSSWORD QUEST

ITERACY DAY: A

Enhancing literacy through
crossword puzzles

Living a day as your
favorite character
atime.

Inspiring young minds, one book at
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