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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #2 

 22nd August, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
Welcome to a fresh & excit-
ing new academic year at 
WSS! We wish you & your 
children every success. The 
Parent Handbook QR access 
code is always on p3, where 
you will find all the key 

school policies & procedures to help your time at 
WSS to go more smoothly. 
 
Class Transfers 
Please note that  the new SPEA Daleel Registration 
system caps class sizes. If a class is full, then we are 
not allowed to transfer any student into that class. 
Parents may a Class Transfer Form to the PRE 
which would be reviewed by school, but a transfer  
would only be done subject to an available seat. 
 
Carpark Security from 26/8/24 
Access to the school carpark will be given to cars 
displaying a WSS carpark sticker. If you do not 
have one & want to use the carpark, please take a 
form from Reception & submit it.  
 
Student Safeguarding; Visitor Access from 27/8/24 
From 27/8/24, all students, parents, staff & visitors 
must show their school ID card to enter the premis-
es. Please upload both parents’ photos. Meanwhile, 
parents & students may continue to use their old ID 
until a replacement is provided. Please visit the 
BBT (Bus) office in WSS if you or your child re-
quires a new ID card. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

Returning Locker Keys from 2023-2024 
If you have already returned your child’s locker key 
from last academic year, many thanks. If not, please 
do so to avoid a charge of AED10/- that would be 
levied for non-returned keys. Thank you. 
 
Avoiding Trip Hazards—No Trolley Bags 
Please provide your child with a backpack-style 
school bag only. Trolley bags are strictly not allowed 
for safety reasons. Thank you. 
 
WSS ‘Friends of WSS’ (FOW) 
We sincerely thank our ‘Positive Parent Partners’ 
team for their contribution to WSS over the years, 
through volunteering to support classes, events & 
activities. We are relaunching this important team as 
‘Friends of WSS’ (FOW), & will be inviting parents 
to join. Further details will be shared shortly. 

 

 

Date  Details 

Saturdays 
24/8 & 
31/8/24 
8am-1pm 

• We recommend online fee payment to avoid 
queues. However, the WSS Cashier is also open 
in school for convenient fee payment on these 
Saturdays (plus Primary books & general Regis-
tration on 23/8) 

• Please bring in your physical GEMS FAB co-
brand card if you wish to avail co-brand discount 
to avoid  Apple Wallet technical issues. Thanks. 

From Mon-
day 19/8/24 

• Primary Book Bags available for collection as 
per SMS sent, subject to full T1 fee payment. 

Monday 
26th August 
 
8am-12pm  

• New Students’ First Day of the new academic 
year., 8am-12pm 

• T1 fees must be paid in full before any child is 
assigned a class to join WSS for the new Term. 
There are no Payment Plans for Term 1. Thank 
you. 

• No Trolley bags for safety, thank you. 

Tuesday 
27th August  

• Returning Students’ First Day of the new aca-
demic year. 

• T1 fees must be paid in full before any child is 
assigned a class to join WSS for the new Term. 
There are no Payment Plans for Term 1. Thank 
you. 

• No Trolley bags for safety, thank you. 

Thursday 
29th August 

• 3-6:30pm; Primary & Secondary (Y3-13) Par-
ents are invited to attend PTM—Meet & Greet 
session with Form Tutors. 
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• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, important gen-
eral notices 

 

 
3 
3 

Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 

 

 
4 
5 
6 
7 
7 
8 
9-10 
11 
12-14 
 

14-15 
16-20 

Whole School News 

• Welcome Back Greeting!  

• ‘A’ Level Board Examination Superstar Champions 

• Bus arrangements for 26-27/8/24 

• Updated Bus Fees for 2024-2025 

• Donating Old Books 

• Book Distribution Arrangements  

• Uniform 

• FAB Fee Discount 

• Staff CPD 

• Staff Wellbeing Event 

• WSS Superstar Champions; Sustainability Champions, Staff 
Achievement, Staff of Term 3, June 2024  & Parent Feedback 

 

 
21-25 
 
26 
27 
28 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions; Teacher & AT of Term 3, 
June 2024 

• FS1 Learning Activities, June 2024 

• Y1 Learning Activities, June 2024 

• Y2 Learning Activities, June 2024 
 

 
29 
 
30 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions; Teacher of Term 3, June 
2024 
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• Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 19/6/24! 
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Whole School News; Welcome back! 
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WSS ‘A’ Level Board Examination Superstar Champions! 

Huge congratulations to our students, parents & teachers for the following outstanding board examination results for the 
May-June 2024 series! 
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1. First day of School - 26th August 2024 (8am-12pm): 

• Own Transport only in the Morning  

• Transport services will not be available on the morning of 26th August 2024. Parents are required to drop 
their children at school and meet their respective bus drivers in the school Auditorium. During this meet-
ing, parents will collect student ID cards and confirm pickup and drop-off locations and times. Any nec-
essary changes should be addressed promptly.  

• Afternoon transport from school to home will be available from the first day for those who have Regis-
tered by the deadline (Thursday 15th August) & paid the T1 fees (school & bus). 

• Buses will leave at 12:20pm on 26/8/24 

 

2.   ID Card Issuance: 

• New Bus Students: BBT will hand over bus ID cards to new students on the first day, Monday 26th Au-
gust 2024, when parents meet their Driver in the Auditorium. 

• Returning Bus Students: Returning students will receive their ID cards on Tuesday 27th August when 
they first board the bus for returning students’ first day. 

 

3.   Own Transport (OT) Students’ ID Cards: 

• OT ID cards will be handed over to class teachers/Form Tutors for distribution to students from Tuesday 
27/8/24. 

4.   Parent/Guardian ID Cards: 

• Newly enrolled parents will receive Guardian ID cards on Monday 26th August, the first day. 

• Existing Guardian ID cards have already been issued with a Parent/Guardian ID card on enrolling. If any 
parent requires an additional or updated ID card, they will need to pay AED 10/- (for the card only), or 
AED20/- for the full package of card, lanyard & holder at the BBT office.  

• Parents/Visitors will not be allowed into school without their Parent ID from Tuesday 27/8/24 

 

5. Registering for the BBT Bus Transport Facility for the new Academic Year: 

•  Parents who wish to use the bus transport facility for their children for the upcoming academic year 
2024-2025, please complete the online registration or re-registration & pay T1 fees by Thursday, 15th 
August 2024. 

• Late Bus Registration (after Thursday 15/8/24), will have to be done at the BBT Bus Office in WSS 
(not online) & will mean that  your child will only be able to use the bus from Monday 2nd Septem-
ber (BBT have to plan routes etc.) 

Whole School News, Bus Arrangements 26-27/8/24! 
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Whole School News, Bus Fees! 

Message from BBT: 

Whole School News; Donating Good Condition Old Books! 

If you have old school text books (in very good condition) at home that your children no longer need, 
you may wish to donate/recycle them. If so, please drop them at school on your PTM day.  Please drop 
them at the appropriate Year Group Table. 
 
We will display donated books in the Forecourts/Lobby on year group tables during the appropriate 
PTM times, where other parents may take them if they wish. 
 
Books left over after PTM would be recycled. 
 
Many thanks in advance. 
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Parents, please note the following arrangements for your child’s book distribution for 
the coming academic year. 

 

Whole School News, Book Distribution Arrangements for the 

new Academic Year, 2024-2025! 

Section Distribution Details Comments 

Juniors • Book packets will be delivered to class 
teachers once T1 fees have been 
cleared in full. These will be distribut-
ed to the children in class from 
26/8/24  

• Parents may meet the teacher on the 
first day & collect books for covering 
if required. 

• Junior (FS1-Y2) books will 
not be available from the 
bookstore/distribution 
counters 

Prima-
ry 

• Book distribution counters will be ar-
ranged in the West and East lobbies 
for one week (19th Aug to 24th August) 
prior to the opening of school. 

• Y3 and Y4 in the West lobby 
• Y5 and Y06 in the East lobby 
 
• Books will be available for collection 

only after 48 hours from payment of 
T1 fees.  

• After the school opening (from 
26/8/24), parents of Primary students 
can collect books from the Book store 
from 7:45am to 9:45am 

• A token system will be in 
place, however it is recom-
mended to come early when 
queues are less. 

• Student names will appear 
on the ‘Paid list’ only after 
48 working hours .  

• However, if a parent makes 
payment & wants books on 
the same day, parent can 
take a payment receipt/
Clearance Form from the 
Cashier to take to the Book 
store to collect the books. 

Second-
ary 

• For Y7 to Y11, book packs will be de-
livered to Form Tutors on 27th August 
in class. 

• Sixth Form students will collect the 
textbooks from the store/MPH the 
same as last year  

 

• A copy of the same book 
will only be provided once.  

• If the same book is used 
over several years, students 
must bring it back for con-
tinued use in the following 
academic year. 
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Whole School News, Uniform! 
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Whole School News, Uniform! 

Pre-book an appointment on the 
below link. 

https://eazyqadminpanel.ngrok.io/
ThreadsOnlineBooking/ 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feazyqadminpanel.ngrok.io%2FThreadsOnlineBooking%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cbd0b96c8c9e64b71854108dcbc397f15%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638592202466799014%
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feazyqadminpanel.ngrok.io%2FThreadsOnlineBooking%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cbd0b96c8c9e64b71854108dcbc397f15%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638592202466799014%
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Whole School News, FAB Fee Discounts!! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD—Technological Innovation! 

Teachers were very excited to attend a CPD session on 25/6/24 about our new Robotics resources,. They explored how to 
make learning more fun, support cross-curricular links & creative activity planning for the innovative use of Robotics equip-
ment to promote learning. 

Staff attended a week’s induction training from 19/8/24-22/8/24, on  a range of practical & leadership strategies aimed at 
sharing best practice in teaching, learning & leadership. 
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Whole School News; Level 1 Safeguarding CPD, 19/8/24! 

Safeguarding our students is our #1 priority! All GEMMS staff must undertake the Level 1 Safeguarding CPD (training) 
each year. 

GEMS Awareness Day was held for all new joining teachers across GEMS  UAE in Dubai on  20/8/24. GEMS welcomed over 
1,800 new teaching staff across its schools, selected from over 600,000 applications. The Chairman Mr. Sunny Varkey & 
CEO Mr. Dino Varkey were among the presenters. Please join us in welcoming & supporting our new joiners to settle & 
continue their professional learning journey. 

Thank you to our Senior Vice 
President Schools  leader Ms. 
Ranju Anand, who spent time 
with the team as part of our 
Induction week programme.  
 
Ms. Ranju focused on wellbeing 
& the importance of positive 
relationships between students, 
teachers & parents. 
 
Ms. Ranju will continue visiting 
WSS regularly to support ongo-
ing school development through 
working with senior leaders on 
data & Action Plans, lesson 
Observations & her contribu-
tion to the WSS LAB (Local 
Advisory Board). 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD—Arabic Language Standards! 

HOD MOE Subjects Mr. Osama attended a GEMS-
wide CPD session on  updating Arabic Language 
Standards. 

Whole School News; Staff Wellbeing! 
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Whole School News; Staff Wellbeing! 

WSS staff enjoyed various wellbeing activities during the last week of Term. We enjoyed seeing many talents & fun enter-
tainment. Many thanks to Mr. Jishar, his team & the Wellbeing team for organising such a fun, engaging event on 2/7/24! 
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One enthusiastic sustainability champion 
brough plastic bottles for recycling during 
the school holiday on 14/8/24. Well done to 
her & her family for their commitment to the 
environment! 

WSS Superstar Champions! 

Huge Congratulations to Ms. Asmaa Jado for achieving her MA recently. This reflects her enthusiasm & commitment to 
continuing professional learning which in turn enhance teaching skills for the students in her care. 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Staff of Term 3, June 2024! 
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WSS Superstar Champions;  

Admin Staff Awards & Admin. Staff of Term 3, June 2024! 



19 

 

WSS Superstar Champions;  

Support & BBT Staff Awards of Term 3, June 2024! 



20 

 

WSS Superstar Champions; Home-School Teamwork, June 2024! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions;  

Staff Awards & Teacher & AT of Term 3, June 2024! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions;  

Staff Awards & Teacher & AT of Term 3, June 2024! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

June  
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions, June 2024! 

Parents & students joined their teachers on 24/6/24 for a ‘Success Story’ celebrations. Teach-
ers celebrated  through ‘Before’ & ‘After’ pictures of the students’ skills & learning. 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions, June 2024! 
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Junior Section News; FS1H Learning Activities, June 2024! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H2 Learning Activities, June 2024! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities, June 2024! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions;  

Staff Awards & Teacher of Term 3, June 2024! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Induction! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions, June 2024! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions;  

Staff Awards & Teacher of Term 3, June 2024! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions;  

Staff Awards & Teacher of Term 3, June 2024! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; MOE Leadership & 

Diplomacy Programme, June 2024! 

Congratulations to our students 
who participated in the SDG 
Leadership and Diplomacy pro-
gram conducted by the MOE 
They won an award for their out-
standing performance!  
Many thanks to Ms. Indira who 
accompanied the students.  
The champions are: 
 
- Rifah Sadia 
- Eshal Khan 
- Akarsh Murkoth 
- Nakshatra Preemon 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; MOE Leadership & 

Diplomacy Programme, June 2024! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; MOE Leadership & 

Diplomacy Programme, June 2024! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 19/6/24! 

Thank you to VIP guests Ms. Lynn Stanbridge, 
SPEA School Improvement Advisor for British 
Curriculum schools, & Ms. Ranju Anand, GEMS 
Senior Vice President of Schools, who graced us 
with their presence & a motivational speech. 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 19/6/24! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 19/6/24! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 19/6/24! 

The Yearbook Team 

The beautiful farewell ‘speech’ 
poem by Head Girl Zuha Raees 
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Secondary Section News; Our Class of 2024, 19/6/24! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 19/6/24! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 19/6/24! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 19/6/24! 


