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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #18 

 16th January, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Parent Satisfaction Survey, 
from 20/1/25 

GEMS are releasing this year’s Parent Satisfaction 
Survey on Monday 20/1/25, giving you the oppor-
tunity to have your voice, & to share what is going 
well &  ideas for improvement. Your feedback is 
important & we value constructive, specific team-
work feedback. Do please spare a few minutes of 
your time to complete it & keep your score as 
‘Promotor’ 9 or 10 to support. Many thanks. 
 
SPEA School Performance Review (ITQAN SPR) 
Inspection, From Monday 20/1/25 
Please note that next week we are hosting the SPEA 
SPR inspection team. They will be reviewing safe-
guarding, teaching, learning & student behaviour. 
We look forward to showing off our amazing stu-
dents!  Please ensure that your children arrive in 
school by 7:15am in perfect, smart school uniform 
with school ID card.  
 
Student Safeguarding will be an inspection priority, 
so do please remember to wear & show your parent 
ID. Thank you. 
 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 6/1/25 
 

• Enrollment assessment starting. Assessments 
given according to the date of Registration,. 
Seats are very limited, so please register early to 
avoid disappointment  

• First day of T2.T2 fees due by latest first day of 
Term, thank you. 

Mon. 
20/1/25 

• GEMS Parent Satisfaction Survey opens 

Thurs. 26th 
June 

• Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams 

Thurs. 3rd 
July, 2025 

• The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News 

• Safeguarding; T2 Fire Drill with Civil Defense, 13/1/25 

• T2 ECA Programme Sign-up 

• WSS Head Lice Policy  

• Alumni Visit to WSS 

• Staff CPD (Training) 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Sports Day Sportsmanship, 2) Friends of 
WSS Positive Parent Partners 

• Happy Birthdays 
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Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Assembly Time with Y2F2 (The Power of Kindness)  

• Assembly Time with  Y1F2 (Everyone can be a Superhero) 

• Holiday Learning Projects 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
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Primary Section News 

• Learning Projects & Activities 

• Y4 Sports Day 

• Y3 Sports Day 

• T2 ECA Report 
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47 
48 
 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January, 2025 

• Assembly Time with Y8GF; Self-Defense  

• Peer Mentoring with KS4 

• The Geostrategist Competition 

• Apply for Educational Awards 
 

Contents  

Parent Handbook Access QR Code
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Whole School News; T2 Fire Drill With Civil Defense, 13/1/25 

We thank Mr. Saeed Al Suwaidi & the visiting Civil Defense Team for their 
positive fire drill feedback & exciting fire-fighting display on 13/1/25. Feedback 
from them was that WSS is ‘very well organized for fire safety & response.’ 
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Whole School News; T2 ECA Programme! 
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Whole School News; T2 ECA Programme! 



7 

 

Whole School News; WSS Headlice Policy! 

Please note the following Headlice Policy, as published in the Parent Handbook (see p40-41).  
The Clinic does spot checks through the school as per their schedule. 
 
While we do not want to lose learning time or embarrass our students, health & safety must be a priority & the following 
policy is non-negotiable: 

Whole School News; Visit from our Alumni! 

On 16/1/25, three Alumni students Sal-
man, Hanem & Ahmed Zeeshan (2015-
2017) took the time to visit WSS to share 
their happy memories of WSS & appreci-
ation for the time that they spent with us. 
It was lovely to hear how useful their 
learning experiences had been for their 
further adventures. 
 
Thank you for the visit & for sharing 
your positive memories! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD (training)! 

A % of WSS staff are trained first aiders. Here  we see a refresher 
course on Friday 10/1/25. Thank you to those staff who attended on 
their weekend. 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD (training)! 

Ms. Valerie attending the 
Sharjah Principals’ Coun-
cil (SPC) meeting at ASCS 
on 13/1/25. The  council 
comprises of 15 school 
Principal members select-
ed by SPEA & voted by 
Principal colleagues, with 
the remit of  SPEA-School 
support, communication 
related to school develop-
ment..  

The Principal attended a SPEA Sharjah Principals’ Training Day `at 
Sharjah Education Academy on 14/1/25. The day’s agenda was PS3 of 
the Inspection Framework, Teaching & Assessment. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2F2; 

The Power of Kindness! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1F2 

Everyone can be a Superhero! 

We learnt that it doesn’t matter that we do not have super 
hero powers such as flying—we can all be a superhero to 
make someone’s life better by being kind & helpful! 
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Junior Section News; Home Learning Projects! 

We are exploring Emirati 
Heritage & Culture! 
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Junior Section News; Home Learning Projects! 

Learning about ‘Time’ 
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Junior Section News; Home Learning Projects! 

Y2 Primary Choir 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 Sports Day, 13/1/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 Sports Day, 13/1/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 Sports Day, 13/1/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 Sports Day, 13/1/25! 

Primary Section News; Y3 Sports Day, 14/1/25! 
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Primary Section News; T1 ECA Report! 

Primary Section News; Y3 Sports Day, 14/1/25! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

KS3 Superstar Champions  
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January! 
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January! 
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January! 
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January! 
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January! 

WSS MUN Award Ceremony, 12/1/25 
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January! 

WSS MUN Award Ceremony, 12/1/25 
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January! 

WSS MUN Award Ceremony, 
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January! 

WSS MUN Award Ceremony, 12/1/25 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y8GF, 13/1/25! 

Y8GF presented a unique & very 
important Assembly about Self-
Defense & safety. They even demon-
strated some self-defense moves! Ms. 
Valerie talked about promoting self-
safety by avoiding potentially dan-
gerous situations & vulnerability. 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Peer Mentoring 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Peer Mentoring! 
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Secondary Section News; The WSS Geostrategist Competition! 
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Secondary Section News; Education Awards! 


