v

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH

K‘%ﬂ FOUNDAT'ON comm::;:ense % Gﬁih?g NeWSletter Issue #18
scooL /ISSALIREETEY 16th January, 2025
-/ | CDUCATION Y

Message from the

Principal/CEO @@ﬁ@@ ﬁ@[? W@Uﬂ[? @ﬁ@@

Ms. Valerie Thompson

Date Details

Mon. 6/1/25 |e  Enrollment assessment starting. Assessments
given according to the date of Registration,.
Seats are very limited, so please register early to
avoid disappointment

Dear WSS Parents, e  First day of T2.T2 fees due by latest first day of
Term, thank you.

M

Parent Satisfaction Survey,
from 20/1/25 Mon. e  GEMS Parent Satisfaction Survey opens
GEMS are releasing this year’s Parent Satisfaction 20/1725
Survey on Monday 20/1/25, giving you the oppor-
tunity to have your voice, & to share what is going Thurs. 26th |e  Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams
well & ideas for improvement. Your feedback is | June
i tant & 1 tructi ific t -
igtl)ll)‘;)(rfzzdbacl? eDV: gle:e:s()enss;::en;e,fesvge;lﬁ;lcutzglzlf Thurs.3rd |e The last official day for students for this aca-
your time to complete it & keep your score as LI AL demic year.

‘Promotor’ 9 or 10 to support. Many thanks.

SPEA School Performance Review (ITQAN SPR)
Inspection, From Monday 20/1/25

Please note that next week we are hosting the SPEA
SPR inspection team. They will be reviewing safe-
guarding, teaching, learning & student behaviour.
We look forward to showing off our amazing stu-
dents! Please ensure that your children arrive in
school by 7:15am in perfect, smart school uniform
with school ID card.

Student Safeguarding will be an inspection priority,
so do please remember to wear & show your parent
ID. Thank you.

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts
you can give your child are
a and the

that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey
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Whole School News; T2 Fire Drill With Civil Defense, 13/1/25

We thank Mr. Saeed Al Suwaidi & the visiting Civil Defense Team for their
positive fire drill feedback & exciting fire-fighting display on 13/1/25. Feedback
§ | from them was that WSS is ‘very well organized for fire safety & response.’
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Whole School News; T2 ECA Programme

/

26/11/24

Dear Parents,

Subject: W55 Optional Term 2 Extra-Curricular Activity (ECA) Programme

ALag Ll by e g Lpesss unae

SHARLEAH

GEMS Westmins ter School

Our term 1 ECA programme was a great success with over 260 students enjoying a range of activities. We are now
registering students for our term 2 ECA Programme as it will begin in week 2 due to the holy month of REamadan

starting in March.

We would like to thank vou for your support as we make provisions to enhance our students’ personal and social
development and their innovation skills. Your feedback is vital, and we really appreciate our W3S Family. Term 1

was a huge success, please do forward any feedback and suggestions to your child’s

form tutor who will share this with our ECA Coordinators.

Details of the ECA activiy eptions are below:

Day: Wednesday after school
Time: 2:30pm to 4:00pm
Transport: BET students will be dropped by bus, OT students can be picked up at
4:00pm
Dates: Term 2: 6 weeks, every Wednesday, starting from 15/01/25 until
19/02/25
Cost: 250 AED per term
Registration: On GEMS Parent Portal then complete htips://forms.office.com/r/3gUnhDVhZ 6

Options:

One opticn each term from:

\|[23
v
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Whole School News; T2 ECA Programme!

Lty LA st by st G it 50 st
GEMS Westmins ter School
SHARIAH

Please complete the payment on the GEMS Parent Portal by 12:30pm on Wednesday 15 January 2025, This
will allow us to distribute the smadents into groups for the various activities. Please note students will be allocated
groups on day one and requested to continme with thewr cheice to complete the 6-week sessions planned.

*  Once classes with maximum student oumbers are filled, the option will be removed, or we may ask students to
choose an alternative.

*  Only complete the ECA choice link: once payment has been made.

Key Points:

1.

2.

Parents pay cn GEMS Parent Portal vnder “Activities”. (please do not pay in tuition fees).
After pavment parents can use this link to enter their child’s student details and ECA Choice:

hitps://forms office. com/t3gUnhDVhFE fuse child's eLearning acconnt details to access the form).

Students will be allocated activity groups on the first day of ECA Programme.

Every Wednesday of the 6-weekk ECA programme, students will be guided to the Anditorimm at the end
of the school day.

Teachers will come to the anditorium; register and then escort their students to the allocated activity
area (maximum 235 students per teacher).

Students participating in sports can either wear their P.E kit to school or bring it with them and change at
school (vounger students are advised to wear their P_E kit and come).

Oy ECA activities end at 4:00pm. At this point BET students are taken to the anditorinm and make their
way to the bus area once they are ready. OT smdents will be dispersed from the OT areas as usual (please
do not come into the anditerinm).

Please note we expect students to continue with their chosen ECA activity for the 6 weeks as each
programme is designed with learning outcomes over this period.

Some of the sessions (e.g. Foodies or Al and Robotics ete.) have limited spaces. Once these are filled, we

will remove this option on the form.

“Excellence Through Teamwork, Success for All°




Whole School News; WSS Headlice Policy!

Please note the following Headlice Policy, as published in the Parent Handbook (see p40-41).
The Clinic does spot checks through the school as per their schedule.

While we do not want to lose learning time or embarrass our students, health & safety must be a priority & the following
policy is non-negotiable:

Head Lice

As 1n all schools, at times there may be cases of head lice, which are extremely infectious. Please note:

e WSS has a Zero tolerance for Lice

e The Clime conducts hair checks.

¢ In case of lice infection, the school policy is that:

e If the nurse finds lice in a child’s hair she will call parents to take their cluld home, as lice are extremely
mnfectious to the other children.
1. If the parent does not pick up the call, the Clinic will email the parent.

2. Bus children may return home by bus if the parent is unable to collect them, but would not be returned to
class due to the infectious nature of lice.

The child returns to school when the hair is clear of all lice & nits.
4. The clild will be checked by the Clinic (taken by parent or sent by Form Tutor) first thing in the morning

41

(]

to check the hair before being admitted to class, following treatment.
5. Omnce the nurse has given the “all clear” the child will be readmitted to class.

Whole School News; Visit from our Alumni!

On 16/1/25, three Alumni students Sal-
man, Hanem & Ahmed Zeeshan (2015-
2017) took the time to visit WSS to share
their happy memories of WSS & appreci-
ation for the time that they spent with us.
It was lovely to hear how useful their
learning experiences had been for their
further adventures.

Thank you for the visit & for sharing
your positive memories!




Whole School News; Staff CPD (training)!

A % of WSS staff are trained first aiders. Here we see a refresher
course on Friday 10/1/25. Thank you to those staff who attended on
their weekend.

First Aid Kits

tion... J
ould you expect to see in your

W/

FIRST A,




Whole School News; Staff CPD (training)!

Ms. Valerie attending the
Sharjah Principals’ Coun-
cil (SPC) meeting at ASCS
on 13/1/25. The council
comprises of 15 school
Principal members select-
ed by SPEA & voted by
Principal colleagues, with
the remit of SPEA-School
support, communication
related to school develop-
ment..

The Principal attended a SPEA Sharjah Principals’ Training Day “at
Sharjah Education Academy on 14/1/25. The day’s agenda was PS3 of
the Inspection Framework, Teaching & Assessment.




Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

Respected pincipal. Thank you, Term 1 fished smoathly..am saisfie om yourtegchers and my daughter Aatka YTGH s happy i WSS...ihape I nettem and n s clsses edcation and actvies
Wil s kst il aecication and determinaton.. Thakyou o your R wor.,
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

SPORTS DAY SPIRIT

"Remember students, more than
We all will be cheering loudly for just the races and results, sports
you, Just try your best and more day is about having the spirit of
importantly, have fun! om sportsmanship -encouragement,
J ' healthy competition, and bonding"

Fantastic perspectives everyone!
I'm glad you see how sports day
\ allows us to challenge ourselves

= and teaches skills beyond text
= book learning"

-
-

s ]

It's also about learning
skllls like coordination.

Sheena, hurry up or
you'll be late for the
sports day!

| felt great cheering everyone
even though | didn't win.

SETTERS
TOSETHER
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B | am so happy for your active

I \ partlclpatwn during the PTM, mum, |

-l got points in the class dojo because

= 2 you have been so supportive in the
| school activities as a positive parent

Is there any concerns
that my teacher said to
you for my improvement?

Hi mum, how was the parent-
teacher meeting?

| hope my teacher discussed to you

| my progress and areas of improve-

ment in studies.

/O
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I} -
Yeah' L ‘ :
She told me that you need to ] | I

strengthen your leadership

As a positive parent partner, it is {(
U]

Hello my lovely daughter! skills. my {;spor;‘siblility to i'nvo‘lvvhe myself
| met your teacher during the You should develon your in the school activities whenever |
PTM and we talked about your relationship with ?,(yhm your teacher or the management 1
progress in academics and through getting along with needs my services. | am happy to
behaviour. your peers and classmates. serve!
| am happy to hear that you re- You can do it my dear! l
ally did a great job in Term 1.
| Thanks to WSS for establishing the
L r;p“?ztl?;‘rks b As a parent and a partner of e harmonious relationship betwgeen 3
Ing: your teacher, we are here to
support your studies and s“mmi dp'::‘:; tt:a::::hers and

wellbeing.
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PIC-COLLAGE

Dear Ms. Sadiga,
I hope this email finds you well.

As Term 1 comes to an end and the results announced, | wanted to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude for the exceptional work you have done with Aroush over the past term. It is truly commendable
to see the positive impact of your dedication, patience, and expertise in shaping her academic journey and personal growth.

Aroush has shown significant improvement in various areas, and we are grateful for the encouragement and guidance you have provided. Your ability to make learning engaging and your efforts to nurture her
potential have not gone unnoticed. We deeply appreciate the time and energy you invest in ensuring that every child thrives not just academically but also in building their confidence and values.

We are particularly impressed with how you’ve supported Aroush in developing her leadership skills, as well as her growing ability to articulate her thoughts more clearly and confidently. These are qualities that
will undoubtedly serve her well in all aspects of life.

Looking ahead, we are confident in your continuous support and guidance to help Aroush achieve further growth. Whether it's in academics, socialinteractions, or critical thinking, we believe that with your
mentorship, she will continue to improve and excel.

Thank you once again for all your hard work and for being such a significant influence in Aroush’s life.
Locking forward to another fruitful term ahead.

Regards
Naveed Ur Rehman
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!




Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2F2;
The Power of Kindness!




Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1F2
Everyone can be a Superhero!

We learnt that it doesn’t matter that we do not have super
hero powers such as flying—we can all be a superhero to
make someone’s life better by being kind & helpful!




Junior Section News; Home Learning Projects!

We are exploring Emirati

Heritage & Culture!




Junior Section News; Home Learning Projects!
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Junior Section News; Home Learning Projects!
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Junior Section News; YID Learning Activities!

Y1 D1 W|th Ms Beena and Ms Rahna




Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities!

Y1F1 WITH MS AISHA AND M5,

Y1F2 WITH MS. ANEEZA AND MS. GURPREET

AT e
" r“‘ V » N A
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Junior Section News; YI1H Learning Activities!

Y1H1 WITH MS. AAFREIN AND MS. FIZA




Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!

Y1S1 with Ms. Mariam and Ms. Nadia. jpi=shiny "“",’i ”

s=r: Free play activities y

= X g g
—— gy 13 Ny ) _ : <
= N e e B

4

s ~
Learning to make number bond of 20
W e
odt Bl ass T X

N A R




Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!




Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities!

Y2 F1 with
Ms Sabiha &
Ms Ashika
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Junior Section News; Y2HI Learning Activities!




Junior Section News; Y2H?2 Learning Activities!

= MATH OLA Session §
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Junior Section News; Y251 Learning Activities!

Y251 With Ms. Sara & Ms. Fiza

T K 4

h Ms. Sara
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!

Y2S2 had a
fun trip to,

“Dubai by

sFEu (HECK MMFIONS
0 THE wE

Y2F2 - Showmg kindness and
Sympathy
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities!

T

i foucamion srovcy
perviny v

READ SOMETHING

AVWESOME RECENTLY

Hooked on a new comic series?
Just finish a gripping story?
Learn something new in an
interesting book? Get <
recommendation from the
Awesome Box,

The Awesome Box is a fun and
easy way to track and share
reader favourites.
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Primary Section News; Y4 Sports Day, 13/1/25!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Sports Day, 13/1/25!

PRIMAR" SPORIS




Primary Section News; Y4 Sports Day, 13/1/25!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Sports Day, 13/1/25!

[ LLL
FEEm
S




Primary Section News; Y3 Sports Day, 14/1/25!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

Zeina Alm

YEAR: 7

KS3 Superstar Champions




Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January!
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Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January!




Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January!




Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January!
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WSS MUN Award Ceremony, 12/1/25
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WSS MUN Award Ceremony, 12/1/25
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Secondary Section News:




Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January!




Secondary Section News: WSS MUN 2025, 10th-12th January!
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with YSGF, 13/1/25!

Y8GF presented a unique & very
important Assembly about Self-
Defense & safety. They even demon-
strated some self-defense moves! Ms.
Valerie talked about promoting self-
safety by avoiding potentially dan-
gerous situations & vulnerability.
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Peer Mentoring

KS4 PEER MENTORING
PROGRAM

! KS4 PEER MENTORING h
i AT WSS K4

MENTORS HELP PEERS
OVERCOME CHALLENGES,
BUILD CONFIDENCE

AND SUCCEED TOGETHER!




Secondary Section News; KS4 Peer Mentoring!

KS4 PEER MENTORSHIP PROGRAM: is
a powerful initiative that fosters a
supportive and collaborative learning
environment.

“Learn,
grow,
succeed
together”

Mentors provide academic assistance,
emotional support, and practical advice,
helping their peers navigate challenges
such as exam preparation, time
management, and personal development.
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Secondary Section News; The WSS Geostrategist Competition!

GEOSTRATEGIST]

he tGeoStrategist |t
Competition’ brought
geography enthusiasts
together for an
exciting quiz tested
their expertise, quick
thinking, and
teamwork as they
navigated through
rounds of thought-
provoking questions.

‘ Khalid Emadeldin and Francis of Y11
BD1 organized the Geostrategist quiz
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Secondary Section News; Education Awards!

MIDDLE EAST EDUCATION AWARDS 2025

. 3 AWARDS, 3 CRAND CELEBRATION 4
A LEVEL, AS LEVEL, IGCSE - 2025 BATCH

MANDATORY ONLINE REGISTRAION

ELEBRATING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE OF "A, AS AND IGCSE" STUDENTS AND SCHOOLS

BTH[ Dm,]}
INTERNATIONAL MIDDLE EAST

EDUCATION AWARDS 2025
| A, AS LEVEL & IGCSE '

25TH OCTOBER 2025
DUBAI- UAE

Last Daté
28th Feb

BATCH OF

TO REGISTER | CLICK HERE




