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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #17 

 9th January, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
Welcome back to Term 2. 
Wishing you & your family 
every success, happiness & 
health this new year!  
 
Updated School Day Tim-
ings 

Please see p4 for our slightly updated school day 
timings. We are trialing this arrangement to see if a 
slightly earlier exit helps us to avoid some of the 
traffic congestion in our school area at home time. 
Please note that lesson timings have not been re-
duced. 
 
Bus Departure at Home Time 
Please remind your Bus children to report to the 
bus promptly at home time. We have to exit the 
school premises promptly to avoid long delays stuck 
in traffic congestion, so we will close the bus gates 
on time. It is a disciplinary issue to delay bus depar-
ture by late reporting to the bus, & will result in a 
missed bus & parent pick-up. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 6/1/25 
 

• Enrollment assessment starting on a ‘first-come, 
first-served’ basis. Since seats are very limited, 
please register early to avoid disappointment if 
you want new seats.  

• First day of T2.T2 fees due by latest first day of 
Term, thank you. 

Thurs. 
9/1/25 

• 3-6:30pm; T1 Report Card Parent-Teacher 
Meeting (PTM) (F2F in WSS) 

• Report Cards & PTM are always available sub-
ject to the child being Registered/Re-Linked on 
Daleel 2 & no pending fees for that Term. 

Thurs. 26th 
June 

• Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams 

Thurs. 3rd 
July, 2025 

• The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News 

• Updated School Day Timings 

• Co-Branded Credit Card Fee Payments—FYI 

• T2 ECS Programme— Time to sign up if interested! 

• Staff CPD (training) 

• WSS Superstar Champions  

• WSS Superstar Champions; Staff of Term 1 Awardees 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Happy Birthdays 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Grit & Perseverance, 2) Celebrating Suc-
cess! 
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16-17 
18-21 
22-26 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Holiday Learning Projects! 

• FS2  Learning Activities  

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
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27-28 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Holiday Learning Projects 
 

  
29 
29 

Secondary Section News 

• Holiday Learning Projects 

• Secondary Library QR Code Initiaive  
 

Contents  

Parent Handbook Access QR Code
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Whole School News; Updated School Day Timings! 

Please note the slightly earlier (10 
minutes) exit time for OT students. 
This  is being trialed to see if a 
slightly earlier exit helps us to  
avoid some of the traffic congestion 
in our area of the school zone at 
home time. We will monitor & re-
view as required. Thank you for 
your support. 

Whole School News; FAB Credit Card Fee Payments! 
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Whole School News; T2 ECS Programme! 
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Whole School News; T2 ECS Programme! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

SPEA School Improvement Advisor Ms. Lynn’s Hub Leader Meeting at WSS on  7/1/25, was attended by Ms. Valerie, Mr. 
Darren (SES Principal & WSS LAB Chair) & Mr. Ahmed (Al Ansar). The Agenda  included the Beacon School initiative 
CPD programme for Term 2, developing literacy across the curriculum & the next SPEA Principals’ Conference, planned 

WSS Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Staff of Term 1 Awardees! 
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Happy Birthdays!

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 



11 

 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Holiday Learning Projects! 

Thank you Naimal Khan  (FS2H1) for your cute 
Happy New Year 2025 video! 

Thank you Minha Shahzad for your interesting Maths video on 
numbers 
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Junior Section News; Holiday Learning Projects! 
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Junior Section News; Holiday Learning Projects! 
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Junior Section News; Holiday Learning Projects! 

Here we see Naimal's agri-
culture Robot, designed to 
help farmers in precision 
farming, crop management, 
weeding, irrigation, pest 
control and even harvest. 
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Junior Section News; FS2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 



21 

 

Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2  Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1  Activities! 



24 

 

Junior Section News; Y2H1  Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1  Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2  Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Primary Section News; Holiday Learning Projects! 

Thank you for sharing your video Nabia. The real-life application examples were great! 
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Primary Section News; Holiday Learning Projects! 
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Secondary Section News; Holiday Learning Projects! 

Secondary Section News 

Accessing Library Books 

To facilitate student access to quality reading material & enhance 
their reading experience, we are pleased to share a new initiative 
implemented in the Secondary Library. To simplify the process of 
book selection, the Librarian has created a QR code for 160 newly 
added titles. By scanning the QR code, users can access a list of 
books categorized by genre, along with a brief summary for each 
title. This feature helps users quickly find books that match their 
interests without needing to check each book's blurb. This initia-
tive was designed to save time, encourage reading, and make our 


