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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #16 

12th December, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Wishing all the WSS family 
a very happy, successful, 
healthy & blessed 2025! 
 
 

To our families who celebrate it, a very merry, fes-
tive Christmas! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Open 
 
January 
2025 

• Enrollment assessment will start from January 
2025, on a ‘first-come, first-served’ basis. Since 
seats are very limited, please register early to 
avoid disappointment if you want new seats.  

Thurs. 
12/12/24 

• 7:15am-12:30pm Exam Day Timings for full 
school 

• Last Day of T1 

Fri. 
13/12/24 to 
Sun. 5/1/25 

• Winter Break (3-weeks)  

Mon. 6/1/25 • First day of T2. 

• T2 fees due by latest first day of Term, thank 
you. 

Thurs. 
9/1/25 

• 3-6:30pm; T1 Report Card Parent-Teacher 
Meeting (PTM) (F2F in WSS) 

Thurs. 26th 
June 

• Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams 

Thurs. 3rd 
July, 2025 

• The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 

 

 
4-5 
6-7 
 
8-9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
 

Whole School News 

• Term 2 ECAs (Extra-Curricular  Activities) 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) The Joy of Giving, 2) Assessment Prepa-
ration, 3) Winter Break, 4) Happy Holidays! 

• Celebrating Eid Al Etihad 53 UAE National Day 

• Staff CPD & Wellbeing 

• Super SAM Participants, 29/11/24 

• WSS Superstar Champions; Staff T1 Awards  

• Yalla Schools Amazing Teacher Award Winners  

• Happy Birthdays 

 
15-16 
17 
18 
19-22 
23-27 
 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions; Staff of Term 1 Awardees 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• FS2 Learning Activities  

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities  
 

 
28 
29-30, 
34 
31 

Primary Section News 

• Badminton Superstar Champion Olisha Herath (Y4H2) 

• Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions & Staff of T1 
Awardees 

• Learning Activities (General) 
 

  
32 
33-34 
 
35 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions; Staff of T1 Awardees 

• Attendance & Punctuality On Report Programme, for Character & 
Life Skills Development 

• KS4 Learning Activities 
 

Contents  

Parent Handbook Access QR Code
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Whole School News; Term 2 Extra-Curricular Activities (ECAs) 
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Whole School News; Term 2 Extra-Curricular Activities (ECAs) 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating Eid AL Etihad 53, 26/11/24! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating Eid AL Etihad 53, 26/11/24! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD & Wellbeing! 

Staff Wellbeing Event, 28/11/24 

SLT-led Teacher CPD; Preparing for Inspection. 
The team unpicks WSS strengths & the evidence 
for this in relation to the Inspection Framework. 
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WSS Superstar Super SAM Champions, 29/11/24! 

Many thanks to our dedicated Inclusion Team & Mr. Deepak, who accompanied WSS students to the WSD ‘Super SAM’ 
fun event on Friday 29/11/24, over their weekend. Students had a great time engaging in creative & sporting activities. 
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WSS Superstar T1 Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Yalla Schools Amazing Teacher Award Champions! 

Congratulations to HOD 
English Ms. Ayesha Aslam, 
Ms. Maha Abdallah & Jun-
ior Teacher Ms. Kishwar 
for being awarded an 
‘Amazing Teacher Award’ 
at the Yalla Schools Amaz-
ing Teacher Award ceremo-
ny on 6/12/24. We  Are 
proud of our teaching su-
perstars for ongoing contri-
bution to WSS students’ 
success! 



14 

 

Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Term 1 Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Term 1 Superstar Champions! 

Term 1 Superstar Awards for going 
‘Above & Beyond!’ 
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Junior Section News 

We have reached the last day of an incredibly busy, learning-rich T1. Happy holidays! 

Thank you  Naimal (FS2H1)  for sharing your cute videos. We love to see your developing 
confidence, communication skills & character. 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Badminton Superstar Champion! 

Congratulations to Badminton superstar Olisha 
Grizzelle Herath (Y4H2), whose resilience & hard 
work pursuing excellence in Badminton is paying off 
in championship trophies!  
 
Olisha is  playing in UAE badminton ranking tourna-
ments & is currently ranked 1st (Champion) under 
9s and ranked 5th in the under 11s girls’ category. In 
her recent tournament  (November) held in Abu Dha-
bi, she was winner of the under 9s and runner up in 
the under 11s. Her potential and passion for badmin-
ton are admirable & we are proud of her positive 
mindset & resilience! 
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WSS Primary Section Term 1 Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Muhammad Taha Ali Yasin (Y3S1) 
who participated in the 12th International Abacus 
Competition - Brainobrainfest, 2024, held in Dubai. 

Term 1 Superstar Awards for going 
‘Above & Beyond!’ 
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WSS Primary Section Term 1 Superstar Champions! 

Term 1 Superstar Awards for going ‘Above & Beyond!’ 
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Primary Section News 

:) Thanks Nabia for sharing your enthusiastic song video. We 
have enjoyed all your Term 1 contributions to the Newsletter & 
your learning. Huge thanks to Mum for all the behind-the-
scenes support & valuable contribution . 

Thank you to Vihaan & Vivaan (Y4F2) for sharing their exciting & in-
teresting science experiment video on inflating a balloon without breath-
ing into it!  

We have reached the last day of an incredibly busy, 
learning-rich T1. Happy holidays! 
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WSS Secondary Section Term 1 Superstar Champions! 

Term 1 Superstar Awards for going 
‘Above & Beyond!’ 
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Secondary Section News; Attendance & Punctuality On Report 

Programme; for Character & Life Skills Development! 
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Secondary Section News; Attendance & Punctuality On Report 

Programme; for Character & Life Skills Development! 

WSS Secondary Section Term 1 Superstar Champions! 

Term 1 Superstar Awards for 
going ‘Above & Beyond!’ 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 


