
1 

 

 

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #13 

 14th November, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Rainbows in School 
The Authorities do not allow schools to display 
rainbows, due to certain culturally prohibited links 
& connotations. They take this very seriously & it is 
a fining issue. Please remind your children not to 
draw these on books/artwork in school, or bring in 
any items displaying rainbows. Thank you. 
 
 
 
Re-Linking to Daleel 2 (Returning Students) & New 
Students to be Registered 
We still have 153 old children who have not been re
-linked in Daleel 2 & 15 new students not Regis-
tered. This is an Authority requirement & not op-
tional—unfortunately we will be unable to provide 
T1 Reports or any kind of official document in such 
cases. Do please resolve urgently, if you have not yet 
completed this for your WSS child. Thank you. 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Open 
 
January 
2025 

• The online registration system for new seats for 
the next Academic Year 2025-2026 has opened. 

• Enrollment assessment will start from January 
2025, on a ‘first-come, first-served’ basis. Since 
seats are very limited, please register early to 
avoid disappointment if you want new seats.  

Tues. 
26/11/24 

•  UAE National Day Celebrations.  

• Students may come to school dressed in UAE 
dress/UAE flag colours & bring traditional food 
to share with classmates (optional). 

From Wed. 
27/11/24 

• T1 Exams (exact dates for each year group TBC) 

• 7:15am-12:30pm Exam Day Timings for full 
school 

Mon. 
2/12/24 & 
Tues. 
3/12/24 

• Possible school closure for UAE National Day 
holiday (TBC by the Authorities) 

Fri. 
13/12/24 to 
Sun. 5/1/25 

• Winter Break (3-weeks)  

Mon. 6/1/25 • First day of T2. 

• T2 fees due by latest first day of Term, thank 
you. 

Thurs. 26th 
June 
Thurs. 3rd 
July, 2025 

• Last day of T3 Promotional Exams 
 

• The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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4-6 
 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
9 

Whole School News 

• Student Safeguarding ‘Speak Up!’ Reporting initiative  

• The First WSS Inter-School Student Wellbeing & Learning Con-
ference, Saturday 9/11/24 

• Student Safeguarding; MMR Vaccination Programme 

• Staff CPD 

• FOW (Friends of WSS) Intervention Initiative 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Self-Confidence , 2)  Teamwork 

• WSS Superstar Champions; Farewell to Mr. Hussain 

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 
10 
11 
12-13 
14-15 
16-17 
18 
19-23 
 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• GEMS Internal Review, 12/11/24 

• Assembly Time with Y2H2 (Mental Health & Wellbeing) 

• Y2 & Y1 Growth Mindset Door Decoration Competition 

• FS2 Learning Activities  

• Y2 Learning Activities  

 
24 
25 
26 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• GLS Inter-School Music Festival, 14/11/24 

• Assembly Time with Y3F2 (The Power of Your Smile), 13/11/24 
 

 
27 
27 
 
28 
29-31 
32-35 
36 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• Wellbeing Poster created during the Student Wellbeing & Learn-
ing Conference, on 9/11/24 

• Assembly Time with Y8GH, 11/11/24 (Resilience) 

• KS# Learning Activities 

• KS4 Learning Activities  

• KS5 Leadership & Learning 
 

Contents  

Parent Handbook Access QR Code
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Whole School News; Safeguarding Reporting for Students! 
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Whole School News: WSS Student Wellbeing & Learning 

Conference, Saturday 9/11/24! 

Huge thanks to our dedicated VP Mr. Shu-
jahat for organising this fantastic event 
with our amazing student leaders, who or-
ganized & led most of the day. This success-
ful event was truly ‘By the students, for the 
students’ & showcased our student leaders’ 
growing range of organisational & life 
skills. Thank you to all staff & students 
involved. 
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Whole School News: WSS Student Wellbeing & Learning 

Conference, Saturday 9/11/24! 
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Whole School News: WSS Student Wellbeing & Learning 

Conference, Saturday 9/11/24! 

We take Safeguarding very seriously. Safeguarding begins 
even before staff join with Safer Recruitment practices. Our 
HR Executive has just completed the L3 Safeguarding refresh-
er course. 

MMR Vaccination 

Programme! 

Staff Training! 
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Thank you to our hard-working FOW (Friends of WSS) parent volunteers—here we see various intervention sessions on 
12/11/24. Thank you so much for the additional engagement & support! 

Whole School News; FOW Intervention Initiative! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 

We take Safeguarding very seriously. Safeguarding begins 
even before staff join with Safer Recruitment practices. Our 
HR Executive has just completed the L3 Safeguarding refresh-
er course. 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Happy Birthdays!

We bid Mr. Hussain, BBT Driver a 
fond farewell & wish him a very long, 
happy retirement. Mr. Hussain retires 
from WSS after more than 20 years 
with GEMS. We thank him for his 
kind service over the years. 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Y2 Wellbeing Champions of the Week! 

Eco Warrior Superstar Competi-
tion Participants 

Congratulations to Ms. Uzma & 
Ms. Askia on winning the ‘Growth 
Mindset Door Decoration Competi-
tion’! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities! 

Thank you Sila for sharing your lovely project & confi-
dent explanatory video! 

Thank you,  Wareesha (Y1F2) for your fantastic ‘Life Skills’ project. We love 
how you have linked your skills to real-life situations. 
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Junior Section News; WSS GEMS Internal Review, 12/11/24! 

WSS SLT undertook a mini internal review on 12/11/24, with the focus area ‘Challenge for G&T & More Able Students in 
the Classroom’. Lesson observations by the full SLT team ran throughout the day, to provide feedback to help prepare for 
our forthcoming SPEA ITQAN SPR inspection. 

Challenge through critical thinking & problem-
solving was reinforced through classroom-
corridor free-flow activities in the Junior Sec-
tion. Children engaged in independent tasks. 
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Junior Section News; WSS GEMS Internal Review, 12/11/24! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2H2, 14/11/24! 

We thoroughly enjoyed the lively & practical Assembly with Y2H2 on the theme, ‘Mental Health & Wellbeing’. We learnt 
that mental wellbeing is as important as physical wellbeing, & we can keep our brain healthy with a proper sleep routine, 
healthy food, exercise & filling our minds with positive thoughts from books! 



15 

 

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2H2, 14/11/24! 

Our Y2 Choir 
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These beautiful & mindful door decorations showcase our ‘Growth Mindset’ value, & include students’ work & clear mes-
sages to motivate & encourage lifelong learning. Thank you teachers—super! 

Junior Section News; Y2 Growth Mindset Door Competition! 
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These beautiful & mindful door decorations showcase our ‘Growth Mindset’ value, & include students’ work & clear mes-
sages to motivate & encourage lifelong learning. Thank you teachers—super! 

Junior Section News; Y1 Growth Mindset Door Competition! 
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Junior Section News; FS2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Thank you Nabia for sharing your 
cute video of your song. We love to 
see students enjoying expressing 
their talents! 

WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; GLS Inter-School Music Festival, 

14/11/24! 

The Primary Choir have practiced hard to 
prepare for the GLS Inter-School Music 
Festival. The Principal & Ms. Sonia were 
super impressed by the quality of the sing-
ing & beautiful presentation. Thank you 
Mr. Benjamin. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3F2, 13/11/24! 

Y3F2 put on an amazingly uplifting & fun 
Assembly on the theme, ‘The Power of 
Your Smile’. We learnt that sharing a smile 
improves mood, health & destressing!  
We were then treated with a moving & 
beautiful Solo & Choir performance  of the  
GLS Music Festival items with Mr. Benja-
min.. Thank you! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y7 & Y8 Wellbeing Champions 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y8GH, 11/11/24! 

Y8GH put on a lively 
& important Assembly 
on the theme 
‘Resilience’. We learnt 
that setbacks are a nor-
mal part of life, but to 
finally achieve our 
goals we must keep 
trying so that we 
‘bounce back’ & suc-
ceed. 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Fun Trip Time! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Fun Trip Time! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 


