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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #6 

 19th September, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Smart, professional Dress 
We are training our students 
to become successful busi-
ness people, with high stand-
ards of dress, including tie/
scarf, black shoes, uniform 

hair ties/bands & the boys’ shirts smartly tucked in. 
Many thanks to parents for sending your children 
to school so smartly dressed. For convenience, Ties 
(AED29/-) & scarves (AED34/-) are available to buy 
from the school Bookstore, if your child needs to get 
one. Thank you. 
 
Digital Literacy; e-books 
Long-term success starts in school & we are com-
mitted to preparing our students for a technological 
future, where digital literacy is a must. Reflecting 
this, one of SPEA’s focus areas in the coming round 
of ITQAN inspections is going to be the use of tech-
nology in learning. This is one reason we have in-
cluded more e-books in the curriculum, giving our 
students additional opportunities to gain confidence 
in IT skills. The curriculum will remain balanced 
between hands-on activities, books, hardcopy mate-
rials & licensed, paid for e-books, as we monitor on-
screen time & the impact of digital learning on stu-
dent outcomes. It may take a little time to adjust to 
the extended BYOD programme, but we are sure 
that our students will settle soon.  Take a look at the 
range of classroom activities shared in our Newslet-
ters—rest assured our learning programme contin-
ues to engage our children in meaningful & exciting 
ways! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 
2/12/24 & 
Tues. 
3/12/24 

• Possible school closure for UAE National Day 
holiday (TBC by the Authorities) 

Friday 
13/12/24 to 
Sunday 
5/1/25 

• Winter Break (3-weeks)  

• T1 Exams will be held during the 2 weeks before 
the Winter Break (exact dates TBC) 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News 

• WSS Extra-Curricular Activities (ECA) Programme, from 2/10/24 

• Arabic & Islamic Conference, 14/9/24 

• SPEA SIP QA Visit to WSS, 19/9/24 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Random Acts of Kindness 

• Yalla Schools Amazing Teacher Awards—Vote for your Teacher 

• Environmental & Recycling Superstar Champions 

• Happy Onam Celebrations, 19/9/24 

• Happy Birthdays 

• Learning Activities 
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Primary Section News 

• Rabi Ul Awwal & Seerat Un Nabi 

• Assembly Time with Y5S1 (Anti-Bullying), 18/9/24 

• Assembly Time with Y3D2 (Peace), 18/9/24 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y4 Collaborative Learning in Art 

• Y5 Learning Activities  

• Y6 STEAM Lesson 

• Parent Coffee Morning & Learning Activities 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions; IGCSE Toppers 
(correction from previous week) 

• Class Leaders 

• Poem ‘Rage-Bound  Beauty’ by Ayesha Tazeem (Y13GD) 

• Y7 Creative Learning Activities 

• Y8 Learning Activities 

• Y9 Learning Activities 

• Career Counselling  

• Y11 Food & Nutrition  

• Sixth Form Stars 

• Technebular Competition 
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Whole School News; WSS Extra-Curricular Activities 

Programme (ECA), from 2/10/24! 
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Whole School News; Arabic & Islamic Conference, 14/9/24! 

Our MOE Subjects Team attended an Arabic & Islamic Conference on 
Saturday 14/9/24 at Winchester School, Jebel Ali. The event was attended 
by KHDA & GEMS dignitaries, including HE Aisha Miran (Director 
General KHDA), Dr. Saima Rana (Deputy CEO) & Mr. Jay Varkey. 
There were over 300 delegates from GEMS schools & beyond. Well done 
to WSS HOD MOE Subjects Mr Osama, who presented one of the work-
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Ms. Lynn visited classes for Lesson Observations &  met SLT 
for feedback on strengths & next steps to SLT. Thank you, 
Ms. Lynn, we appreciate the support. 

Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips 

Whole School News; SPEA School Improvement Advisor Ms. 

Lynn on Quality Assurance Visit to WSS, 19/9/24!  
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WSS Superstar Champions; Yalla Schools Amazing Teacher Awards! 

Vote at WWW.YALASCHOOLS.COM 



8 

 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

As part of the WSS Sustainability programme, we 
have permanent plastic recycling bins in school 
(one at Main Gate #1 & another in teh carpark). 
Let’s ‘Go Green!’ Please bring your empty plastic 
water bottles for recycling. Thank you. 

Whole School News; Happy Onam Celebrations, 19/9/24! 
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Whole School News; Happy Onam Celebrations, 19/9/24! 

Thank you to our very creative MSO Ms. Sera for 
this beautiful treat, & to our graceful dance team! 



10 

 

Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Colour Week! 
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Junior Section News; FS1H1 Learning Activities! 



14 

 

Junior Section News; FS2D1 & FS2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 



26 

 

Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Rabi-Ul-Awwal Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5S1, 18/9/24! 

This was a super Assembly 
with an important, clear 
message on Anti-Bullying. 
We learnt to use our words 
& actions to raise up our 
friends, not to hurt them. 
Well done Y5S1! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3D2, 18/9/24! 

This was a really confident Assembly with an important, clear mes-
sage on PEACE. We learnt that we can have a peaceful school through 
Teamwork & by being kind & helpful. Well done Y3D2! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Collaborative Art Lesson! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Collaborative Art Lesson! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 Collaborative Art Lesson! 

Together everyone 
achieves more! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Celebrate World Peace Day! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 STEAM Lesson, 18/9/24! 

Y6 enjoyed a practical STEAM lesson building & testing an  operational catapult 
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Primary Section News; Y6 STEAM Lesson, 18/9/24! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Music Lesson, 18/9/24! 

Students are learning how to create rhythm sequences. 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Primary Coffee Morning, 16/9/24! 

Thank you to the Primary Parents 
who came in to school for the Coffee 
Morning session on 16/9/24. We love 
the teamwork—we were able to ad-
dress queries & share ideas. 

Celebrating International Peace Day, on 
19/9/24 
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WSS Sectondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; Class Leaders! 



45 

 

Secondary Section News 
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Secondary Section News; Y7 Creative Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y7 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y8 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Career Guidance! 
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Secondary Section News; Y11 Food & Nutrition! 
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Secondary Section News; Sixth Form Stars! 
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Secondary Section News; Sixth Form Stars! 

The Principal & Vice Principal held 
final round interviews this week to 
select our new Student Council 
leaders. Competition was tough as 
the talent pool was so deep! Con-
gratulations to all the shortlisted 
students on their impressive 
achievement so far. Interview re-
sults will be published shortly. 
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Secondary Section News; Technebular Competition! 


