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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #31 

20th May, 2021 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Critical; Pending Fees 
Many thanks to those parents 
who have cleared Term 3 fees. 
We really appreciate your con-
siderate support to enable 

smooth school operation.  We hate to have to follow-up 
regarding fees, however, we  need fees cleared in a 
timely manner to enable us to continue to fully operate 
the school, pay our bills, teachers & other staff, & en-
sure we are able to deliver your children’s educational 
programme.  Pending fees remains a HUGE problem 
with some Term 2 fees still pending!  Our only income 
is through parents clearing fees in a timely manner, so 
do please  do the needful urgently. Thank you. 
 
SPEA ‘Stay at Home if Unwell’ Policy 
Sending a sick child (or having any one COVID symp-
tom) to school threatens the health of the whole WSS 
community. You must keep your sick child at home. 
Please note the Authority’s rule is that a sick child hav-
ing any one COVID symptom has to be collected from 
school within 30 minutes, take a PCR test & bring a 
Medical Certificate before returning to school, which 
may be inconvenient to parents. Stay safe, & help to 
keep us all safe! Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

Date  Details 

Sunday 
20th June 

• Deadline to apply for a TC if leaving WSS is Sunday 
20th June. After this date the GRE is not available 
for late TC processing & there would be delays in 
processing. 

Thurs. 1st 
July 

• Students’ last day of the academic year (TBC). 

• Seats will not be held beyond the last day of T3 if T3 
fees remain pending. Any paid Seat Booking Fee 
would be lost. Seats would be given to the Waiting 
list, & if parents decide later that they want a seat, 
this would be subject to availability, & not guaran-
teed. 

• You may change your mind about enrolment at 
WSS at any time, however the seat booking fee is 
non-refundable (but deductible from T1 Fees, Sept-
Dec. ‘21). 

From Sun-
day 29th 
Aug. 2021 

• The new Academic Year 2021-2022 starts. 

• Students who have travelled must have completed 
10 days’ quarantine before rejoining school. 

• All students over 12 years must bring a negative 
PCR Test (validity 72 hours) to rejoin school. 

• Full T1 fees are due before any student is assigned a 
lass & admitted for the new academic year. 

• Please Budget accordingly—there will be no Pay-
ment Plans in T1. 

Recycling superstars! 



2 

 

Whole School News! 

The Principal Ms. Valerie joined the GCS Local Advisory Body (LAB) for their Termly 
LAB Meeting. The aim of the LAB is to support school development through being a 
‘Critical Friend’.  Members include parents, students & community experts. The GCS & 
GMS Principals are also members of the WSS LAB team. 
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WSS Superstar ‘I Read Arabic’ Champions! 

With Ms. Hend 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

KG1/FS2 S1 

Congratulations to Muh’d (G9/Y10 BH) who completed an 
online Google E-Safety course 

Congratulations to Sai (G9/Y10 BH) for achieving 
a Topper Certificate for UAE Social Studies . 
We have recently held the Secondary T3 Achieve-
ment Award ceremony—congratulations to all our 
superstar Toppers! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

With Ms. Beena 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Junior T3 Achievement Assemblies! 

Here re just a few of our KG2/Y1 Superstars 
enjoying their T3 Achievement Assembly! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Junior T3 Achievement Assemblies! 

All the students celebrated their amazing progress over 
the year by looking at & comparing their September & 
current work. The visible progress in reading & writing 
skills was so exciting to see! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Junior T3 Achievement Assemblies! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Junior T3 Achievement Assemblies! 
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WSS Superstar Recycling Champions; Support Staff Prizes! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

G4/Y5 H1 Superstars with Ms. Anju  
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Whole School News; Colin the Kindness & Respect Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Kindness & Community Spirit)  
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Whole School News; Twinning! 

School Twinning; VP Mr. Andrew & HOD Arabic Mr. Osama  leading 
Arabic online sessions for a group of Sixth Form students at Queen Eliza-
beth’s Grammar School, UK. They also led sessions about Ramadan, fast-
ing & Eid. This  international Twinning initiative is proving very popular 
& successful! 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 
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Whole School News; G2-12 Global Learning Survey! 
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Junior Section News 

KG1/FS2 S1 with Ms. Neha 
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Junior Section News; Eid Mubarak! 

With Ms. Sadiqa 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior Section News; Eid Mubarak! 

W
it

h
 M

s.
 N

ik
h

a
t 

KG2/Y1 D1 with Ms. Beena 
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With Ms. Maria 

Junior Section News! 

Alyaan (KG1/FS2 D1) can write 
subtraction statements & sentences 
on his own  (learning with Ms. 
Sania & his mother). 

G1/Y2 H2 wth Ms. Sabiha & Ms. Fathima 
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Amazing creativity with G1/Y2 & Ms. Maha 

Junior Section News; Creativity & Artistic Skill Development! 
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Junior Section News! 
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Junior Section News! 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Primary Section News; Creative Recycling! 

With Ms. Surbhi 
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Primary Section News 

With Ms. Surbhi 

Ramadan activities with Ms. Asma 
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Primary Section News 

Ramadan activities with Ms. Asma 
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Primary Section News; ‘Read Aloud’ Initiative with AUS! 

A collaborative reading session was organized with Ms. Erica 
and her team from American University Sharjah & some of 
our Primary students. The session was appreciated and value-
adding. The Read Aloud Session and the activity sessions saw 
students learn in small groups & interact with one other, which 
provided students with a greater degree of engagement with 
one another. There was ample scope for a one-to-one interac-
tion which enabled students to share their opinions and feel-
ings. Overall, it was a unique experience for all involved and 
the students enjoyed every bit of it.  

This is the feedback from the AUS organiser, Ms. Erica, “…I 
want to send my deepest gratitude to both you and all the 
Westminster teachers involved in helping us to pull of 
this little program. I cannot adequately express how im-
pressed I am with their commitment and care in collabo-
ration. All of our AUS students left the classroom with 
big smiles after the read-aloud time. According to our 
short assessment, nearly all 2nd graders (Y3) participat-
ed and engaged in discussion during the breakout ses-
sions. It was such a joy….” 
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Primary Section News; ‘Read Aloud’ Initiative with AUS! 

G2/Y3 students share their expe-
rience of the ‘Read Aloud’ activi-
ty with AUS. Thank you AUS!! 
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Secondary Section News; Achievement Assembly Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; ME Classcraft Champions! 

With Ms. Susan  
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Secondary Section News; ME Classcraft! 

With Ms. Susan  
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Secondary Section News; Media 

With Ms. Reem 
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Secondary Section News; Eid Mubarak! 

With Ms. Khatma 
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Secondary Section News; Eid Mubarak! 

Family Eid celebrations with Moh’d  & Ayman (G9/Y10 BH) 

Family Eid celebrations with Rohail (G9/Y10 BD)  

With Ms. Rajashree 
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Secondary Section News; Eid Mubarak! 

With Ms. Khatma 



34 

 

Secondary Section News; Student Wellbeing—Fun Activity! 


