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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #27 

15th April, 2021 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Gate Opening Time 
We do want to help parents out, 
however please note that we do 
not have enough space to main-
tain safe Social Distancing if all 

Blended children are dropped off at school early. Please 
note that the school gate opens at 8:45am, so please 
drop your children at school after 8:45am. Thank you 
so much. 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

gg 

Date  Details 

 
 
Mon. 12th 
April 

• System re-enrolment facility open.  

• Deadline  book your seat online & also to pay 
the AED500/- Seat Booking Fee is Monday 12th 
April. After this date seats will be given to the 
Waiting List. 

• Seats Booking Fee can only be paid subject to clear-
ance of full T2 fees.  

• Seats will not be held beyond the last day of T3 if T3 
fees remain pending. Any paid Seat Booking Fee 
would be lost. Seats would be given to the Waiting 
list, & if parents decide later that they want a seat, 
this would be subject to availability, & not guaran-
teed. 

• You may change your mind about enrolment at 
WSS at any time, however the seat booking fee is 
non-refundable (but deductible from T1 Fees, Sept-
Dec. ‘21). 

Tuesday 
13th April 

• Possible start date of Ramadan. 

• Timings for KG Blended students; 9am-11am 

• Timings for KG 100% Online students; 11am-1pm 

• Timings for G1-9: 9am-1pm 

• Timings for G10-12; As per exam schedule 

Sunday 
20th June 

• Deadline to apply for a TC if leaving WSS is Sunday 
20th June. After this date the GRE is not available 
for late TC processing & there would be delays in 
processing. 

Thurs. 1st 
July 

• Students’ last day of the academic year (TBC). 

• The new Academic Year will start from Sunday 
29th August (TBC) 
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Whole School News; Madam Varkey—An Educational Legacy 

The GEMS community is mourning the loss of Mad-
am Varkey, the Chairman Mr. Sunny Varkey’s dear 
mother, who came to UAE more than 60 years ago & 
began the GEMS educational legacy.  Madam Varkey 
was a pioneer in education & in humanitarian work, 
especially for girls.  She was n inspirational role mod-
el to a generation of women, and never failed to sup-
port her extended GEMS family. We offer sincerest 
condolences to the Varkey family at this sad time. 
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Students! 
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WSS Superstar Staff Champions; Going Above & Beyond! 
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Rayyan Sohail (G7/Y8 BS1) helped his mother to donate care packages to the needy, showing great character & the Rama-
dan value of sharing charity in our community.  

Whole School News; Colin the Kindness & Respect Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Kindness & Community Spirit)  
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Whole School News 

Thank you to parents & students for their 
feedback videos about their experience of 
learning with WSS. We appreciate the time & 
effort to share & speak-up about their per-
sonal journey! 
Thank you to Chathil, & the father of Jona-
than (G9/Y10 BF).   
Arshaq shared a very reflective video about 
‘Inner Talent’, with the message that each 
role in life supports the next, & is of equal 
value. The Farmer in the field keeps the Dr. 
alive, & the Dr. keeps the farmer alive. 
Also thanks to new student Nadir (G9/Y10 
BS1) & ex-student & Sports Captain Shan-
tosh for sharing ‘student voice’ feedback 
about how school prepares for the future. 
Shantosh is currently studying his degree in 
Australia. Deputy Head Girl Hamna (G12/
Y13) shared in impressive video including 
past photos of her leadership journey over 
time. 

Find our updated Parent Hand-
book through this QR code.  
Check-out school policies & pro-
cedures to be familiar & com-
fortable with our system. 
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Whole School News 

Fire Training was attended by  SLT, Teachers & Admin/Support Staff on 30/3/21 to  support Health & Safety at WSS.  
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Whole School News; First Day Back! 
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Whole School News; First Day Back! 
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Whole School News; Smart Students! 
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Junior Section News; First Day back! 
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Junior Section News; First Day back! 
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Junior Section News; First Day back! 
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Primary Section News 
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Primary Section News; First Day Back! 
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Secondary Section News; Wellbeing Club! 
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Secondary Section News; TED Talk Club! 

Our first ever batch of Art & Design IGCSE practical 
exam, held as per fully compliant safety rules on 5/4/21s. 

Welcome back to school!! 
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Secondary Section News; Mothers’ Day! 


