
1 

 

 

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #25 

18th March, 2021 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
E-Safety; Parent Approval for 
WSS to publish your Child’s 
Picture in a Public Domain 
If you have not yet confirmed 
your approval for WSS to use 

your child’s picture in a public domain (eg. Newsletter, 
FB, Instagram etc) please do so. It is quick & simple, 
but if you require help to do this online, please contact 
your child’s Class/Form Teacher, or check out the 
guide published in NL#24 (see p2-5) for guidance. We 
also want to limit the amount of personal information 
about our children that is posted in the public domain, 
so when you send us videos & photos, please only use 
first name (avoid including family name).  Thank you. 
 
Re-enrolment for September 2021 
We understand that many parents’ plans for Septem-
ber are still unclear. However, rest assured that WSS is 
in the process of planning a full, learning-rich timetable 
& curriculum for the new academic year. We are pre-
paring for both Blended & full return to school, subject 
to Authority instructions.  Do please complete the sim-
ple re-enrolment process, if not yet done, so that we 
know how many teachers, resources & books are re-
quired for September. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 
For details of policies & procedures, please refer to our Parent Handbook found at: https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/

parent-handbook-3620.pdf 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 2st to 
Thurs. 25th 
March In-
clusive 

• Sharjah schools on 100% online RLP, as per Au-
thority instructions. Blended Programme in school 
resumes from Sunday 11th April for Term 3 (TBC 
by Authorities). 

 
 
Mon. 12th 
April 

• System re-enrolment facility open.  

• Deadline  book your seat online & also to pay 
the AED500/- Seat Booking Fee is Monday 12th 
April. After this date seats will be given to the 
Waiting List. 

• Seats Booking Fee can only be paid subject to 
clearance of full T2 fees.  

• Seats will not be held beyond the last day of T3 
if T3 fees remain pending. Any paid Seat Book-
ing Fee would be lost. Seats would be given to 
the Waiting list, & if parents decide later that 
they want a seat, this would be subject to avail-
ability, & not guaranteed. 

• You may change your mind about enrolment at 
WSS at any time, however the seat booking fee 
is non-refundable (but deductable from T1 
Fees, Sept-Dec. ‘21). 

Sunday 
20th June 

• Deadline to apply for a TC if leaving WSS is Sunday 
20th June. After this date the GRE is not available 
for late TC processing & there would be delays in 
processing. 

Fri. 26th 
March to 
Sat. 10th 
April 

• T2 Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Cashier open on Sat. 10th April, 8am-2pm for con-
venient T3 fee payment. 

• Sunday 11th April first day back for T3 for stu-
dents. T3 fees due. 

Thurs. 1st 
July 

• Students’ last day of the academic year (TBC). 

• The new Academic Year will start from Sunday 
29th August (TBC) 

https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/parent-handbook-3620.pdf
https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/parent-handbook-3620.pdf
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Parents! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Success with Ms. Beena 
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WSS Superstar Champions; EXPO 2020 Competition! 

KS3 students Fatimah & Raghda (G7/Y8 GF1)  submitted a 
project for an EXPO 2020 competition.  Their project idea will 
be showcased at an exhibition at Expo 2020 by  the Expo 
Young Innovators team. The project will be presented either 
as a  3D print or an animated form. 

1.Video link of project;  

https://gemsedu-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/laneetha_s_wss/
EYPmA-_W-cJAkW4elXYqmOcBTKRA-
mMifCkA8UXomB6t4g?e=rkoUMk 

 
2. Details of Project; Footprints to Greater Heights  

It was a wonderful opportunity for our students to participate 
in the EXPO2020 YOUNG INNOVATORS PROGRAMME 
FOR SCHOOLS. Our students came up with mind-blowing 
innovations with vibrant varieties. ECOPLASTOSEAT is a 
table made from marine plastics which acts as the bagless ta-
ble in the classroom, contains all the items that a student needs 
without any wastage of resources. The student does not have 
to carry anything from home eliminating the risk of back pain 
which may develop due to heavy school bag practices.  

https://gemsedu-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/laneetha_s_wss/EYPmA-_W-cJAkW4elXYqmOcBTKRA-mMifCkA8UXomB6t4g?e=rkoUMk
https://gemsedu-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/laneetha_s_wss/EYPmA-_W-cJAkW4elXYqmOcBTKRA-mMifCkA8UXomB6t4g?e=rkoUMk
https://gemsedu-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/laneetha_s_wss/EYPmA-_W-cJAkW4elXYqmOcBTKRA-mMifCkA8UXomB6t4g?e=rkoUMk


5 

 

WSS Superstar Champions! 

 

Thank you so much, dear students & 
parent, for sharing your wonderfully 
positive & enthusiastic videos about 
your WSS experience. These motivate 
us to continue our work to improve 
the learning experience for all our stu-
dents. ‘Excellence Through Team-
work; Success For All!’ 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Ameer (KG2/Y1 H1) 
Literacy Week winner 
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Whole School News 

HOD Arabic Mr. Osama attended a SPEA training session on 15/3/21 

Positive Parent Partners (PPP) New Chairperson, Ms. Sadia Umair 
 
The PPP creates, promotes & supports school initiatives to improve the 
learning environment & opportunities of our students. It is a positive-
focused group, who are committed to WSS and the school’s developmental 
journey, & work closely with the school leadership team as partners.  Any 
parent may apply to join the PPP. If interested, please contact the PRE Ms. 
Aiysha at aiysha.k_wss@gemsedu.com   
 
We are happy to introduce the PPP’s new Chairperson, Ms. Sadia Umair, 
who has been an enthusiastic, active member of the PPP for 3 years. She has 
worked tirelessly to promote positive home-school relationships & school 
initiatives in the interest of our children’s wellbeing & learning. We thank 
her for her ongoing hard work & for taking on the PPP Chairperson role.  
We heartily wish her & the PPP every continuing success. 
 

Ms. Sadia said, “It has been an honour to be the part of WSS PPP for the 
last 3 years. It has been an amazing journey where I feel that we as parents 
that can do something for the betterment of school in a positive way. It’s my 
pleasure always working with Ms. Valerie and Mr. Andrew.” 
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Whole School News; Parent Testimonial 
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Whole School News 

Our E-Safety drive continues across the school with stu-
dent & staff awareness sessions, a SPEA E-Safety course 
for staff to complete, & informative student videos with 
SMART, practical tips to stay safe. Thank you Khairah 
& Zidrinn (KG1/FS2 S1) for your amazing & SMART 
videos! 
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Junior Section News; Book Day! 

KG1/FS2 D1 with Ms. Nikhat 

Cute Happy Birthday video for 
HH Sheikh Moh’d Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan by Nabia 
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Junior Section News; World Book Day! 

With Ms. Neha 

Super, artistic book cover de-
signs made as part of World 
Book Day celebrations. 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Emirati Children’s Day, 15/3/21 

A wonderful video by Shamis (G1/Y2 H2) to celebrate Emirati Chil-
dren’s Day on the March 15th 2021.   
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Primary Section News; Parental Engagement Activities! 

G2/Y3 F2 with Ms. Azreen 

Parental Engage-
ment activities with 
G4/Y5 F2 & Ms. 
Shabana 
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Primary Section News; Parental Engagement Activities! 

With Ms. Sarada 
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Primary Section News; Parental Engagement Activities! 

G4/Y5 F2 with Parents & Ms. 
Shabana  
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Primary Section News; Parental Engagement Activities! 

With Ms. Anshy 

Keeping up-to-
date with tech-
nology & ex-
ploring new 
innovative re-
sources a must 
for today’s 
teachers; Ms. 
Anju has dis-
covered GIM-
KIT, a quiz 
App to motivate 
her students. 
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Secondary Section News; IGCSE Options Meeting, 17/3/21! 

Thank you to those students & par-
ents who attended the important 
IGCSE Options TEAMS Meeting on 
17/3/21.  A BIG thank you to our 
knowledgeable & confident student 
leaders who presented more about 
subject details, & to our dedicated 
staff team who organized the event. 
G8/Y9 students now need to research 
their future education & career sub-
ject requirements, ask teachers & 
parents for clarification, & then make 
SMART choices to support the 
achievement of their future dreams! 
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Secondary Section News; Sixth Form Options Meeting, 18/3/21! 

Thank you to all students & parents who 
attended our Sixth Form Options Meeting 
on 18/3/21. These subject options open the 
door to future education & career path-
ways, so making an informed decision is 
critical. Thank you to our Student Leaders 
for clearly presenting detailed subject infor-
mation, & thanks to Ms. Sherin & her team 
for organising this important event. 
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Secondary Section News; Mathscade Launch, 15/3/21! 
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Please click the below link to view “MATHSCASCADE 2021” 

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/1055930046/  

Secondary Section News; Mathscade Launch, 15/3/21! 

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/1055930046/
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Secondary Section News; An Inspirational Female Role Model! 

Grade 11-12/Year 12-13 students paid tribute to Ms. Sarah 
Al Amiri,  Science lead for the UAE MARS Mission. She 
says, “Our science team is 80% women. They are there 
based on merit, based on what they contribute towards the 
design and development of the mission.”  

Great inspiration to every aspiring female scientist! 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating the UAE Leadership! 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating the UAE Leadership! 

With Ms. Indira 
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Secondary Section News; International Women’s Day! 

(Year 12 & 13) 
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Secondary Section News; Fun Activity With Creativity! 
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Secondary Section News 


