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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #21 

11th February, 2021 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
As per the circular we received 
on 11/2/21 from the Authorities, 
due to the critical number of 
COVID cases  in the communi-
ty, for health & safety reasons 

Sharjah schools are all moving to 100% RLP for 2 
weeks.  As educators we believe that our children need 
to be in school full time. We miss them in school & are 
looking forward to getting back to normal.  However, 
we must put health & safety first during this pandemic 
& support the government’s vaccination drive. We 
hope that you are well & safe, & assure you that our 
teachers remain fully committed to providing the best 
online experience possible. We thank you for your 
hard work, commitment to learning & ever-present 
support. 
 
Take care & stay safe. 
 

Celebrating the UAE’s 24th National Environment Day in Secondary. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 
For details of policies & procedures, please refer to our Parent Handbook found at: https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/

parent-handbook-3620.pdf 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 11th 
Feb to 
Thurs 25th 
Feb Inclu-
sive 

• Sharjah schools are now all on 100% online RLP, as 
per Authority instructions. Thank you for your sup-
port  & cooperation -we really appreciate it. 

• Blended Programme in school resumes from Sun-
day 28th Feb. 

Sunday 
Feb. 7th 
 
 
Mon. 12th 
April 

• System re-enrollment facility opens for Sept. 
‘21 seats.  

• Deadline  book your seat online & also to pay 
the AED500/- Seat Booking Fee is Thursday 
Monday 12th April. After this date seats will be 
given to the Waiting List. 

• Seats Booking Fee can only be paid subject to 
clearance of full T2 fees.  

• Seats will not be held beyond the last day of T3 
if T3 fees remain pending. Any paid Seat Book-
ing Fee would be lost. Seats would be given to 
the Waiting list, & if parents decide later that 
they want a seat, this would be subject to avail-
ability, & not guaranteed. 

• You may change your mind about enrollment 
at WSS at any time, however the seat booking 
fee is non-refundable (but it will be deducted 
from T1 Fees, Sept-Dec. ‘21). 

Tues. 16th 
to Sat. 20th 
Feb. 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break 

Fri. 26th 
March to 
Sat. 10th 
April 

• T2 Spring Break (2 weeks) 

https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/parent-handbook-3620.pdf
https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/parent-handbook-3620.pdf
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Parents! 
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Students! 
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Students! 
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Students! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Cricket Superstar Maroof! 

Maroof (G10BD1) is a cricket superstar.  He was included in the squad for a 
big club game for the Maratha Arabians recently. This is what he said about 
his experience,  
“It was a great tournament playing alongside senior players such as Hafeez, 
Shoiab Malik, laurie Evans, etc. My debut game was a great experience bowling 
to Chris Gayle and Joe Clarke!” 
 
 
 
Here is a report by proud HOD PE Mr. Jishar, “I am so happy to announce An-
other golden feather to the cap - Westminster school Sharjah, family. Maroof 
(G10 BD) played for ‘MARATHA ARABIANS’ in Alubond Abu Dhabi T 10 in-
ternational cricket tournament, & was conferred with a very prestigious award as 
the Emerging player of UAE and  the Youngest player of the tournament as well.  
Congratulations, Maroof!   
I would like to thank Mr. Anil (Cricket team coach), the PE team and the Sec-
ondary Section for their great support in his achievement, with special thanks to 
Mahroof’s Parents who always arranging great opportunities for his cricket car-
rier. 
Youngest player of the tournament:  
Emerging UAE all-rounder Maroof Merchant, at 15 years of age, is the youngest 
player to be drafted in 2020 ADT10. The youngster is a part of defending cham-
pions Maratha Arabians’ squad and will rub shoulders with veterans Shoaib Ma-
lik, Mohammed Hafeez, and Laurie Evans. Maroof Merchant bowls leg-spin and 
is also a potent threat with the bat, even earning praise from former Indian crick-
eter Yuvraj Singh.” 
 
 
 
This is what Mr. Andrew, VP said, “I loved seeing him bowl to Chris Gayle (one 
of the best and biggest hitters of a cricket ball in the world!). Maroof showed su-
per talent, super focus, super drive and super confidence! Well done Maroof and 
those who have supported him. Getting to this standard doesn’t happen over-
night, it takes years of hard work, sacrifice and grit.  Super proud of him and the 
team.  Well done!” 

 

 

https://ttensports.com/player/maroof-merchant/
https://ttensports.com/player/maroof-merchant/
https://ttensports.com/maratha-arabians-season-4/
https://ttensports.com/player/shoaib-malik/
https://ttensports.com/player/shoaib-malik/
https://ttensports.com/muhammad-hafeez/
https://ttensports.com/laurie-evans/
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Ms. Ismail for achieving this certifi-
cate; he was awarded ’Teacher of the month.’ as his G6 
class collected 1500 points during the month of Janu-
ary for reading 75 books just during that month ! 
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WSS Superstar E-Safety Champions! 

Certificates earned by G11 PSHE students by learning Pear Deck and Google's Be Internet Awesome digital citizenship cur-
riculum.  
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https://www.peardeck.com/be-internet-awesome/
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News 

Our PPP met with the Principal Ms. Valerie & PRE Ms. Aiysha on Teams 
on 8/2/21 to discuss next steps, plans for T2, suggestions for improvement & 
the selection of a new Chairperson following the previous Chairperson’s 
resignation.  Returning members present were Ms. Abn, Ms. Mareille & 
Ms. Susan. We also welcomed new members Mr. Moh’d Ataba & Mr. Farid 
M. They will be selecting a new Chairperson shortly, & we will share details 
with you. 
 
Positive parent-school partnerships are critical in school improvement & 
meeting the individual learning needs of all our dear students. 

Thank you to the many parents who completed the recent parent survey. We really appreciate the positive feedback & also 
your specific ideas for ‘next steps’ for school development.. The most useful feedback related to areas that are within school 
control, such as educational aspects & wellbeing (eg. issues related to COVID arrangements, traffic & fees are outside 
school’s control, so we are unable to action  these areas).  The survey also identified that most parents value the above four 
aspects of education the most, which was a valuable insight into what truly matters.  As a school we will be focusing on these 
four areas for development in the coming months, & sharing progress with you through Coffee Mornings & the Newsletters. 

What matters most to you in your child’s Education? 

We have installed a new Emergen-
cy Evacuation Chair for the first 
floor to avoid having to carry a 
patient, in case of requirement.  
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Whole School News; WSS Vaccination Drive! 
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Whole School News; WSS Vaccination Drive! 
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Junior Section News 

Wonderfully confident video by 
Moh’d Ali in Arabic. Anaya 
shared a cute video about dino-
saurs.  She was using advanced 
scientific vocabulary. Super job! 

With Ms. Sadiqa 

With Ms. Beena 
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Junior Section News 

G1H2 with Ms. Sabiha & Ms. Fathima  
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Junior Section News; Community Helpers! 

With Ms. Himaya 
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Junior Section News; Community Helpers! 

With Ms. Geraldine 
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Junior Section News 
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Primary Section News; Literacy & Reading Week! 

With Ms. Anju 
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Primary Section News; Chat & Greet Wellbeing Time! 

With Ms. Anju 
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Primary Section News; Literacy & Reading Week! 

With Ms. Ringamphi 

Maha (G4F1)  solving a Rubik Cube 
in 1.14 minutes! Super skills! 

Literacy Day activities with G2F2 & Ms. Azreen 
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Primary Section News; G4 Talent & Achievement Assembly! 

With Ms. Deepthy R. 

Class Champions & Reading Day 
activities G2S1 with Ms. Anshy  
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Primary Section News; Scintillating Science & Literacy Day! 

With Ms. Sameena 

With Ms. Neema 
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Primary Section News; Literacy Day! 

With Ms. Lincy 
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Secondary Section News; The UAE’s Mission to Mars! 

G6GF1 with Ms. Shany  
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating UAE Environment Day 

On 4/2/21 we celebrated the 24th UAE National Environment Day. The Department of Social Studies and Geography orga-
nized activities in Key Stage 3 to create awareness about the importance of conserving resources and habitats . 
 
During Registration time, students were shown a video that highlighted the need to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels 
and to change our habits to ensure we reduce our carbon footprint. We then shared a padlet link to enable the students to 
share their ideas.  G6  & G7 students shared their messages about Environment Day  while G8 students shared their pledg-
es.  We have also shared a home activity  for creating posters, art work and models . We will hare these pictures later. 
 
Thanks to Ms. Indira, Ms. Shany, Ms. Sunumol, Ms. Nida, Ms. Theresa all the team leaders for KS3 Ms. Laneetha, Ms. 
Deepthi , Ms. Navdeep  and Ms. Swati, & all the Form Tutors of KS  for their ideas, support & encouragement  which made 
this activity possible..  
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating UAE Environment Day 
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Secondary Section News; English Linguistic Talent Week—Debating Competition! 

The final round of the Debating Competition 
was held on 8/2/21. Topics included Educa-
tion, Social Media, the application of IT in life 
& success. 
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Secondary Section News; English Linguistic Talent Week—Debating Competition! 

Students spoke confidently & 
enthusiastically on their topic, 
using facts, clear arguments & 
passion to persuade their audi-
ence. Well done! 



29 

 

Secondary Section News; The UAE’s Hope Probe 

Ms. Reem with G8GD & G8GF discussed about the Emirati ‘Al Amal/ Hope’ probe that is the first Arab exploration mission 
of its kind that approaches the orbit of the Red Planet  Mars. The students wrote some super articles about it.  
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Secondary Section News; UAE Vision for a Sustainable Future! 

As part of the UAE Environment 
Day, projects were assigned to the 
students for Key Stage 3 as home 
assignments. 
 
Grade 6: Create a pencil holder 
from Cardboard boxes and other 
recyclable materials 
 
Grade 7: Create a model of a Sus-
tainable City  
 
Grade 8: Create a poster ‘UAE vi-
sion for a Sustainable Future’. 

 



31 

 

Secondary Section News; UAE Vision for a Sustainable Future! 

Science project making a pinhole 
camera by Nathan (G7BD).  
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Secondary Section News; Science Club & Fun Activity! 
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Secondary Section News; Fun Activity! 
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Secondary Section News; WISMUN21! 
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